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ing through British Columbia They retained the '■eeo-fiiaidly" 
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V'.iil iiiur.l .< i"oi 111. n.xl i'.'.v .wo'.-, r.niil <!i. k iiii aal :o Vir_ I : lium ll: ;iJc. sii. 

• ..ooii. J ltii::.-l M::l . :: |ii.-l.|... ...II.' .1 i.l.'i I ■.. !|.: :;u.;'. n ■.■i ii ^ .:1 I II a ilo: din In!'. 

"Fine. Let me take care of afew things and I'll be [here tomorrow " 

Sahrniil l,"...ia: ai li.r ,' k',1. III. I..l.li^l I I .1:1: -. - ■ i J..'.! I.: M \ ;i III ir.l lili: .1' illir. hi |",I.I 

Reaching out to alap the snooze ■ m, she gro ned "Ye [ mean tonighl < rood bye, Mora " 



Salirinn worked I'rom Inn .pn:1m.nl ill,' Mini, I llnornfa I "ill _L-nliirv row house remodeled 
1:110 thr.i: I .vols 11I' li ■-■iii.ii I'll, knoloid kv..l 111 L'.i. '.\i,-:v..n: ; : .|-,i: L:v..i:i. mid an .kk'i I'.- man if tl 
.oiipk' rcnk'.l 111 . Ins: ll.i.'i TiiL |'.;i|ili i\ .".MW.. l-. i 'lii. - :r, .iii.i il L::.i.l..i:i:i^ lie kent di- 
smal I front vaid l:k:onilli;_ 11 va' I' 'LIN loin 'I I M-.I'Mil ■■ k " 1 i_l > i_" M 1 1 1 a; : .k .■ h:..k'.ai d. lit I'lllll filial: 
deck- tor each unil and liljal diem '.villi po-lcd Ir^jus. _o:ilan_r uuikiii and patio .umirure 

R .11:1a . appi I 1 rialcd :h. an' I. .1 1 n-.ii.li- .a.li .i :ai . i 1 .. I- I. - ... ill.- ■ ...alii an. I'l u.ch 

doors opviiins; onto liicdc.k [1111105 Built :n oak sh.lvinii glow.d. s: . low window, iilk'd llic 
rooms with light, and the kitchen was decoraled in a Tuscany style The effecl was chic, yel 

i'A.i hi. .1 ■ ■ I I ■ ■ 1 1 1. < a. I'" 1 .1 1> oofNorman 

jiiJ Ma-la in lio- S'.,.ii.-'ut:'... ai .: ■ i-.- l -. - .■■ \! ;i . in: : :l 1 . -:.'| o:' ii Mavan |" id 

There were no phnlos ot salirina. sho ivas r.cvcr ir.v;nik'..l i:i iLiui 1 ioiirncYs [nstoad, thev shuffled 
lio: hi i.iaiiiiiiiiilluir Kmss I'om.i in IViiii'l'.ai'ia or virions co Itiio .1.1, kails wnnlil lake lorn- 
house- and daughter- sitting Ibrthe Windhams. 

After showering and packing a si.i:i:,i<_ Sahrina .noOMal or, 1 lie basement door 

"Mi . I.iolh.rs. n's :n_. S;i"in,i 'lYui.lii.ini." sk. 1_-.1I I :'i|. u_:i in a.:./ ..hoi. known. iVoiu 




Willi sulci; llie. Ihiiiav 1 1 m i. .-ii " l.i- :l n il'ilrl -In; ■'. i".illi lill.r: 1.. oiuncll 

A. Tins lllf ni^l LI. i: I. :l:l.- . I. ;i J.. I il II: ■ ,n';i n in -ll; ..L li.ll " You £ro aheml." 

ike sniii !i- lier li'.n leil iii.-toi:.! -l.i jjL- I nil the car seal. 

Snbrimi iin.:i::'.i'l. - ! i -. I .. r .:' I I. -. - : : 1 1 - 1 s.-.r n,s: 1 1:.- .... i i. :.t;ii;i! ;i ml rein overl li er 

■niel'iiisc. Pinked .vi:h inn iivl.'lv.i k anp.:e- sel n. l"»-k- .mil :'i'k : .ers iirpeikkiiii ivik. 
Liu ease ''.ehke-.l ■.! I i > I I ■aliiI;. pHii;..ls 'he u:i.n:iii :!u:r shili,\l ii i:i I'ihii oilier iiiipini: il 
^Yoiikln 1 tin ei 1 . Iiii liI!' iLi'inu. 1 lis -he i^i'.iy Ihe nnplnm. S'il ihii -li Lit U-s.- k'p oflhe rollinc 



I he silillll .1,1 |:vi : -.■ i;i.l..l i i .: '.;■• i .■-ll.il '■■.l i '/ .v i-il s v. i:h I'liii-sh nulled 

peaks. The Appal nihil us a-t okl. Ilieir shuj.il.Ts ruiikliil lien inir.iiins lit' years of wind and 

Illill Sabriilil I it.; I.I I'll. - - . I ; 1 1.- I'. ■• Mir I'l.'is l i :r li r ■'. I.. .: n I '.. :i n: ■ IV.MII C ill il.l motile r 

Rose's lii'ii-i. \ ' ;;.\ she imiiie Ihe n ip alum. 

The Boiae woman who used on lj e-tipped ElBafa !■ r- to guide the two-engine turbo prop 
commiiler now drove an A TV iviih n uinlri u. laeiiin ol' l l i- iiiipkine I'lii sleuaitl opened lln 
locker in [lie plane'.! bulk ami pkieed si.kcascs on llm mrmac I lie >,:iiibj ivoman. spry in a green, 
i'Pie-piein iiimpsiii; .ui.l . v. -jl'.'i , ; . -i - i.ihi iln -irKusis irllo lllc trailer. 



;red the airport. In <be hi':;hy i-iepk liu^ej a;iil 
■p«'i#L'HI\. " Snbrinii lliin.e.it. tilniiomsi nl the siniilc 



you're here, lit a real i:i.e .Tie Mi-' R.:-.' .1 ■■■ ;i li ; :■. :i,'.\ all i'.er\ ie.v years, li s right 

I ' ' . .1. ' I li' ' ... i 'i I 

Sahrlm: -:r.i.Lil a: :li,: -T..:l' -I."., r .:k.!li:i Mill .1' I ; .... li ip-l 1: :o 1 l::! 1 . ,' .:ar- llinnilu '■■ I:.' I 
I 1 V M - 1 - i E 1 : ■ III i.-l'.l - 1 :;.k.il -.l. i:i- 11 I ■ l.'i 1 ;r .■ 1 .r 1: 

I,ii:ic- V. ca\ li |i..d:L.I :Iil 1.l\ :'.'h ink: Mil - "0|i|:.L.I ..'Oli:l.I I II 1.10k ln:r -uojii-l and 

betted it into the voluminous trunk Lhensl ..In,, id Scooting to the passenger door, he 

■.r.-.auJ il. -f.llanllv -uiuiiiiL :o Mil si:!-' 

flmied her 

llio.^iil ii'Y ..'.": .'/Jl/.'j.'i ..'/.I •'"'. daughter. 

S:|-.L-- lIlC lil 'LLT Ill-.IIL IC- V. Il--| ILI IlkriL miL-d. -1 IL .1 ILL. IlLI I L I L.LU ;J L .llki |,a5 Oil MlC [OLLll. 

she reflecled. 

"Have you ever been 10 llnon?" Janes Wl.lyli Lri.'d Lo i'Ls:ar: Ihu tin. ihc LiEnitk-n system 

grindin-'. Me gliilla.-.'il :i; ':.l.-; .■! ■-- i 1 1 1 -. ' <].:|.' I .:i: ■ :il 1 i-ii;L-. i.11 " II,' -l : |i|X.I lilt : 'I'M r- h ' : 1 

ink: drive and. .-Mima: uj-ii-.l: o: li k.is -iioaldLi. Iil iii.i.Il a .:a:Lk 1 -Li 111 and drove ULif o!"Mil 
airport parking loi 

"Yes." .Sabiiiu said ' M\ parents uaveled a lot. in 1 -pen: most ohi:- siinmeis Iicil i.ilh 
Grandmother Rose " 

I I-.' nl.l ii-.i.r ii:»lil,-l. : .-ill' in:' jIatIiiii 1:. u-' .:i.-. .-uill' i.'jik Ik' ill •>' e ilk'"i|" 

Ri\ m Unad toward Eaton Rii er's :t-!. ' hi? commented. 
Sabrh glanced at the ware its ripples glinting in the ate afternoon sun ' I Ebb ii been a w& 

I le nodded then -|V:li -|v li,:\: I".:', 1:1' li..:. :. IY.:.:i.n:illg I'll: .iliava- ilu r.. 1 T :'.':■ ■ ■:' 1:1 ii-l:.:m- 
"Oi:c aood Muiia al'.iut II:-- ia:n.' Iil adaed. ":s lIil tall lea-, ls ■.'.ill lv -raiiL TIiiii -lioitld hi 1:1- 



1 "Lord Moumbatten Rose" 



Ilu von kntu- anything about her .accident^" 

le glanced at Sabrina apologLliLalk ' Not miiLh. Shu ■,1115 alone Doctor, -ay she V 
: .' :i- .'II M v t'.i-il .1 I :lig ll ui lil ill . ■.'.:''■ -■ii|'.u::. h. 1:1. no-l ill. ■Ill' liu Mv -a., he 
Lo:u ol'tliL staircase 'll.v.i: lia:l ii li.-n: a:l;:.k l:.i— -':' ^hc I'na-.iliL Ike poor old '..or 

. 1: Mil ^leps an. I k Ml.I h.. -. Il' !>.'. ■ :liin'.- -k.c :^ sitlhu or. Mil hoilon: s:Lp ir 

:h Iilt breath when she keeled over." 



left her house. 

To Sabrina. G]aiBlriiea.hei Riiae seemed a haaaled woman wlie denied nei self die pleasure ami 
love of people, bin nor the pleas. re of lliie-s .'ho ieemeai ni enjo\ iier inieiilnl vases and bronze 
sralires mine llun Ilea' '",n son arid his family. 

As ,i heiiLiki'.il .i:ul "enlln;. Voiine a. idea, kese W iialnnm ■Iih.ll: haee been :Iil belle of die 
iiall Instead, aflcr Jit moied id l aum in vn<>. rlieionn's ivsijcn:i lea- nod ihai die liaajliii 

Sabtina knew that her father fell slighted by Rose. She shuttled him off lo prep school the year 
his 1'nlke: died, and Llien sen: aim Lo a mi I inn 1 . ■ eadeni' I V - 1 .a le.ae h: las junior year, he 
'.' ah. Iia.'i' nia'.ir.j ■ lisl ;if die mp lea .iheml eol.eee- a. die ran it nr.-.l applying to all. 

I le elrose I la a pdr re I el eoe in \i at. is.. \ia-sae a -.a a. k 1 ' I- ' .a ai h oaer-iu ne ed 

repnlation There, he rcieled in soeialh eouscioas leii-ivinu ream lee ami inaailued in atlislie 
.■• ae^-io 1. i- a 1a lheaLs" --v i 1. 1 1 a lana in psve.liolu.uv. 

Al Hampshire, he mel die love of his lire. Maria, a lieiiiaii'a: llia/raar: eaeliaa.ee saident 

innieniiia in eriealive ..rainii I I iin:a.iiii.i: .1 1 " ■ . ■ I - -. ■ : 1 . i . : 1 I 'a [„■■■ i- i-..l k. rear tlicir 

deadlier. Salaiii.r. "I:" 111 ILirrr. rebel led aeaa:-L her paieels ar:d s.vael.l edneaLion ,1' ,1 piivale 
a 1 :■' .ava •. ho.:l ni -.1 1 1. 1. ;r I :ai , ni J\ lu..iii. -.. s. i.a. •! a.l. ma iiaanee 

She blinked baol. lie- rears as lames tan palled run dieaf ev helnrio lire Vieloiiju 




areb. 111.1a idea llie anila. .il :be in-pe.al bee iiis'a a-i saisA plaeeel n '.be amine I'.auii. 

f be er' -oil eharalelie: aheee ]<ose s head sasl a ye'.! oee mi . d e'nnsd;. bel t I [er nose. m:ee 
via eiai . ana. .eei neil aa" tisli. lei 11 na.f enereled a. '.t e.eep I ne' I 'due e' es pinned lie-' 
vaen Sabrina walked 10 Ibe bee and aenth pieked in- fie bone-thin hand. 

"Oraridmother?" 

"Saaainn." the eliieiK .'"nan Ii saeieil. :■ leaa rolan.e Joe. 1: lire kssae-lliin ebeek 
"tin here. Giandmoiher." 

"Norman? 1 The old woman's eyes darted behind Sabrina, ruling ipon her neighbor, Jami 



Sabrina found the nurse in the kit 
aa Nana Ire: leaean vealr lire aoihn 



"Hello. Y.hi niasl Mi:s Windham. 1 :hc said, senilis d.e kelde ha.k iin lliu Hove. Alio: 

■.'.pi a:' lei I jaiK :.-| Miil' i,:.|,r;il -. I ■- sa.- .■■.na d.-J . I;. S.il l"i || S'-ii 1 1 :-v l':pLa 

I'm Ein R.N, iiml I'll he I:.k \yi eaic .'I'y.hii grandmother." 

S.abrin,i nodded, flexed In tin- woman's eonii demit "( nil mi' Sabrina. please. Its nice to meet 



'■ml. I.:..' i .1 . .in.. ' ... i i ' I........... ..i„.| lier lips and blew. 

"Viv.i: gr.ndiiHHiicr :ef. iiipair..': he: pel' is Or. al her age. kei aelvis i:iav have iiaeuaied liisl. 

"l:\ouse ]i:i.'.' I km- dots dim happen?" 

"Your grandmother has severe iisie. is uresis, alio tailed hi ink- Kiiie s; nmomeby some people. 
1 1 i j .1 .v.lsliri;: Li.':; 1 . .'I I'.. !•■ :'i:a I . | - :i:i . .k ■., ..i-...|i I h a e l:i. siks d.nva uiuie .|.iieklv 
than it ii replaced so hones neakcii mid :i:;o. tif.eliii e Tiicrc are inceic.idoiis that prevent or treat 
osteoporosis, tun she has uoi been taking idem 

"She ;dso siilieic.i a amisienl i-.i.einie .ill.;.'-. You is. I.e. e lie.a J Lae i: called nam --Li ekes 
These occur when the supply of osygen is em off ro an area of die brain. Unlike a stroke, which 
is nfli'ii pel m. inch I. die svr iploins of a ire.iisicul ischemic a'.L;c- lasl less ll mi .kiv. .isuallv less 

Sal., , ...... a deep ti.ealh. Iiwaslhcliisi piece ufuood aei.s she'd heard loday. 



Sahriiia ill id. ha: I .rularsl L. am I . oi i re ri I'. ll I I s i a .poi la ll :i I ma -.n her L i amor lalll a Is I hi s 

II 1 ndl e many more years. On the other hand, 

that. Th 1 hats left. 
Do von plan to slay awhile'.'" 



Impariem SfiL-ii hiii ; :k-k^,l .m ±a h.\ , laled Decease:- I ]>17S It was a small, creased 

Ci]' c-kiic- '•illi II'' iVUi:i- iuUI-L 1 '- ^\ i:l-: villi. ■. i' iii'..--. S.il .-Ml all..'! III.' .'rn'-papc riLil.- lllc 

c-.l^u:; ■.•civ rnrn die hl.ie ink :':Ldc.l .1 11I .!i v.'ine p.-ii. ■rained. Tears? 

"I must see you again. It can't end this way. Meet me tonight. Believe me. Rose. We can do 

herback? P % ^ 

soon. Love, Don. " 

Sabima glanced at -lis.- pn..Lii:ark ill die envelope Scplcinbcr 2 I . !'!7? She picked tip the first 

klicr ami jittkl mi.- in .-a.h ■ i. ,ni iparni'. lli.- i.rnhuii ni- I In--, ili llVrem. Lven Hie paper 

^lld ill. 1 CILV i:|V< '•LIC J' 1 1 CI V 11. J.l'.l' .'U'jl' lli.i: "11 kin '. :iakc mini: . : .il] CI .'IICC 

I lie style Ql'"iiriiiy a id rk' iaui:i".l dikem I ( lr.,' jia— : 1 him:i- .iiul akadini;. rh.e 
■'.hci. i'i;i - .i.-i -^I'-l :il 1 in 'I y:\'::.\ Two men ^ over am a njsband, and she lost both sometime in 
1973, because Sabrinn kne» lliar Rose moved 10 Ratrai. atone, in l«7(> Norman, enrolled in a 
picp jchool in vii;iiiiij. seldom came lioine. 

daiilli; Horn I L '74 ai I '17 s I he> ■,.,-r,: - : in l:,i \.;aal. "11" ■.•nil.' J:.irl k" .■ I'll.- - Ii.'yumi? liar I., 
race! bim. wliile II, 1:1 Windham iv:nlc .il'\ 111:11. ;s In. lilies comncl-; nc :r.?.dc ■.vliile Iravclina 



Don nsjin^; II' sec my cacck'.-oi'l: I in dad ac dinii'l cninc '.Mil 111c I'm ,11'iiig :n take a long 

bubble bath, nod T\ dered cl pagne and dinner for two I .! nut well intend to enjoy my lasr 

niglil in Ncv. York. D will be I'.crc si'on In-, sure l-.e'll ?.p;'iec.,iU- :i:> shopping today." 

Sabrin '; ppi d through tin oumal cheekily entries for the in ii.i "11 and Gnding it on 
nearly every page. 

"< j in a dm 111 lie:- Ri'sc 1 I .-an'l belie, e .1 l:a: I a", readinu " .lie silk: biknu her lip 



Sabrina picked up tkc sci.ml'.ii'j .mil slc.'.iy :lii:iu^ : . Ike pjacs filed null acesaaper clippings, 
poslcards. locks of hair, ai d nhou'mapli. 1'his Iwk. Km. topped in 1975. 

/.''.'l" .,■'.■';.'. Sabrida thought as she found a [bided newspaped s ippinga] sd 

heiv.een the lasl Inn pai;,>s. unlika .ulii-r- Ihal « 0 n ca:aliilli lap;;! in aaclimcd with hkack 
coiiicis. She .cad die headlines and gasped. 

B-a B I I e A miFire." 

"NEWPORT - Boat builder Donald N. Windham, 45, and his partner. Derek F. West, 44, died 
Windham, 35. 

Tkrcc lire conmamc : a:u- lie I - 1 1 mile ■ .'-p.! nkv 1.' I il :: "..jc.Iy "ii-.a is soil being 
i.v. ;-ii.jal;:i lis.: I liicl' h I i s .1 .°ii J r ^ re pone. I ' I '..Li la.: i.r'e.i:.. -i.lii.\I ia mi .il'fcc pe.k.ms ■. 
I'aullv .-.CK'scnc slo' l\ .;iilI sp! I 1 1 -. I ■ -. I ■ ■ -l : I li e .1.' ■ ■.|Ul■.■-'■. I'll'. 1 . n I'm ids ul'iesia and 
itacks of plywood, usuii in llic mamifaclurm^ .■:' flvr^kLis '.loali. iccre "like jet fuel on the fire. 
The lakes (fne llulrci sKoukln'L nc: dose e-iminh ;u pel i: ''ill." Icnkins said. 

Fire fiijhlcrs were forced in hf.lde :iul .inly seal me ilairei and ul ,.iL-;i illl Hack smoke but alio a 
lack ..:'w:;l.-r .kaivii. -a. ■. I k.:: I i.a. -in 'I-,' I,.. Imi 1 - r. ai-.l II.' iiiail'. '..al.a '.I ;I||K 

■■as .1 ec.i.r.i I'm li.u'ilum ■acii a mass ■ .■ !i i. I ke I "of mid a' I I'l l .'il wall nf :hc .'■ sl.nv 

mural I'.iil.liiiL; Lnkap-.s. I'm. ii :' lir. 'i.'l I.- - i.' Ilee the .structure 

Rose Wuidh.un was r I I'm 'i mk in iak.ini- aid -ec l-dcmcc mi as al ihe scene Police 

lessen. lir.i; I.' Ilia lisa s.u.l she will ke ::a.s:i unci' ami .m.l :k,. : .l ai :ki.s p.. ml she is ihe .. il. n.e- 
.■ laess in ike liagedy." 

Sabrina stared, open -n ma died, ai dm nsi vspaiicr ariicle she as turned di.n Don Windham had 
died of natural causes No one volunteered denies and die r.ei er askce about her family's history. 
II 1 ' in I 'I I a I I . ■ a I I . a ,. \l a a ■ I I. ■ I I I il.. I 




R.i.-.\ :::. , ;-.-l li.'iiveil :l.d:LY a .lee.: Mail lien " 'Iirur.ke.i "i r.inn. 

"Every day." 

"]Jldyouloveli][ii r ' 

"\u. tilail.llluMlie-. ] knii.v '.M- In.e me. -in J. le.i.'iir ' .v.n a:ia Mi. .kill.: Rose's 

quilted lei? 'I kniv.. Iiv.,' K a'.i ll's iiisi v.'ii it-. ,:r lull, ahum :i:;. .ii.ir.lialjier. 
I'.l l:U In kiiov. al'li'.M 'iii:i I'll I1-.1' 1,: kn..'. '.. I . .mm 1 1 IV .. a< ! i L' .' hen 'nil .' eie juil.il:: 

"I see." Rose paused licking lertbj] pale ips ''.'■! rm lot sun where to begin [fs been so 
"Why don't you tell me how you met?" 
Sabrina complied, and Rose sipped thoughtfully 

"Well, I .vas vuv '. nine. ::a: ah. -a v.- Ma an .'hen I :rsl sa" Hit I F ■_■ '.lis a leu vein s oldei 'lull 
me. and worki Mil al ;i bna:\;;rii .11 Khn.le [s.nr.J l:i,ils ''here lie «;ii burn. That's where we lived 

Sabrina nodded, but laid nothing. 

"We lived in New Voik ami snem summer* .mi 1 .mm: Island, n tin; Haiiii'ioiii. Oil. 1101 the 
I'niKv side el'llie I Iar.i|H.'is A a li:..: a enllaae :r V. a-i l ae h-.e 1:1 :ha '(ileal Ga'sbv.' Oh. I lo' ed 

Sal'i;nj wailed. Rase a I n ■.-.I i.- a-, il' t. I .m ahl.i mmi.I home aaain. 
"Daddj ordered a n,:., . hi:n,.:iiiil s.: Il'..r .1:1. 1 a ilail;:-,nli.: . 11. s.:|ip. .ImIimm.'.I i- iivm .: 
::,MM.ai;l in Rhode M3111I IXiil.l. a.kea. rie 10 hannle heib. an;: lln- limv la'as sailed all 




suddenly rich. But Don wouldn't take any of tl iiii'-r.;. Hi: I i:-i: .1 bu id the business. 



piiivmale fi.i: Don nas never with US." 

"How sad 

died. He resented rhe n n wta. . i< a-ai ind do a ra I J ■ dead I le once told me 
he wished dial I'd nci cr iTicr.L.J I he mono-. Ilia: .1 eld, ■ anscd nur family." 
"How did it curse the family'" 

Rose alanccd ill Sf.':::hia. Ihcn lioiviicd ' Oil. I'm sorry, dear. I've been ram-Nina. I'm 

very- tired noiv Would ynn nu n nut the lialn 1 " 

Rose's iceollcclions Ii.ilI hecr deal a-|d she -.vr nv cneei di.i- .■ Sahriv. s|.j j j' liu-^I iihonl 
the abrupt dismissal, but didn't want to upset her. 

"bine. <jiaiidniollei S;.l eachc:: 101 Uiv l.i i |' :n\l a.i'.-'.vd 01 .1 .■ ei:n.l She |iieked n|i lie 

remote control and placed it 0:1 Rose's iiip. 'Here: jc.sl in esse yon want to waich TV for awhile 
< l..iidniidi!. ' she <;-.id aid I. -^-..1 h.- : 1:1:1.1 Iher's cheek. 

Rose placed a hcmhlrie iai j 1 sal-i'iv's lace, "lioodi-iahl " She closed her eves 



cups 01'eolTee and 
m the niahtstand and 



"Oh nil -loudness. ■..I :.LI ll n \ 1: • 1 1.1 il: .:li: '" R: ise. :ll, niiiLulll ;. :la:mi:il :Ii^. . Miauled 111 si: lip 
Sahrni placed a lesh /.mine h.ind 01: her :ii:i shonlde:. "\o. don'l ;eel n|' I :'oin:d 101:1 ioui"inls 



.■ so:': p llov.s. hei eves contused. "Mv lelleis.'" 



Don stubbornly refused I ■ ipffl . B lb bin) 'I i: s went 00 FbJ many years, and after my father 
died. I>i>n s:ill icr'u-. .1:. - ;i. I-. i -. I I : _-^ ■ isi: my inorlier. 

"I .v;i< .niielv .mii iii-.li: ■-■ iir.,1 ■.' j il.'J |uiii:I: l:n: lle-K-k ..ml lli'i: -..vie c ! 1 i I lI h -d li:ci-.,ls. 

paused v. li ed .1 leni I. '..lis :. li.i-ji-.- ...v sit I '-.il'iv |K- 11,11 I i'.ed. aid I 1 1 1 l-lI lis lies: 
friend. I tan never forgive myself for that." 

\\ Ll- ili s. V.,i<u In .1 i.n !■..■...!: 11..I asm - -i ,i I ■ i,u. h.- I:,|. 

"Cii jLziLliLHHlicr: I'm so sorry." 

"You read Ihe newspaper clippinj about the ire Why do you tbink they died and I didn't? 
[)(.n :.i'.kiwed i:e iIi.lt limli' .Mil ll.ii liMie'al. I .Jul k-l.nvi: lliev lu-.l L iuv |ii:il:ed mi .n.av I 
must have fallen and hli m ; head Ihlacked ,w and. miliis day. I doni know how the fire 
siarlid The uoliee said .1 ki-Hi?iT,c s:u.e li.nl lieen knotted u.s'. Tin- lit-M thing I knew, 1 was in 
the boatyard and the building wns on Hie 1 saw Don running hack in. ealling to Derek. Then, the 



fault, that I was a .. hole :n-.l i n n.li-i-.-i- I .i.p::u-i: :li:.l \..i mar tigmed something ..as 
when I grabbed Ins h.rui ai-.a ... i,i Hi: -Ik- ilii I n.-.e" - .-Im n.-il. 1 keul driving, unlil wi 
New York Soon. 1 I'onJi: fii- ii'....: ar.-.l mo. ed I.. l-..LIer, Norman returned to school, 
spoke about it." 



"['l-.iil i'vciiinj. liiiii' v.i:l'u..-d ,!:irllic: :i:mi mkiji^ jlh] ns« :r.ik..-d lc dw tiiici^ity :nom 

Sabrii paced the Kjspil II biting hei ip and brushing uway tears. 

Antic siebl uf Skiik-v Pipe:, ike licaiK collapsed. 
"Hob i&flhe ' [a ih. .■.!:■.■ torn .1 1 j 1 1 : 

"II'- r.. r". 1 1. 1 1 1 " Sahr I:.-. ■■■ :lil. .I I ■.■ ■I..I-. . .I I I. ■ :H.I j call's pockets 

"Don't be ridiculous," Shirley anu Ycmrgrandnujtherhaa enjoyed being with you [Ve n 

I mean lOlln. . I Sill! ,.e ,.ei c- :alk i i;'. ak. r I -. ; II':. 1:1. il :::i r.ic'.hl up lia 

mcmoncs I sjii'i.ld iicy.t k.i' c >-i k. n I.- Iici about him." 

Skill cv p.LI:.:;: S.lh,i:ia's aim "I IiiiIl'' ■ ■.■."i ic iluv !■• Iv id'. ...Ill ciailiiaiiilacr I ll :': i.il:I". ih 
Li'Hi.i ni:d Lac hud. Y.l. k.idi ncc: Llr.s kmc Yn.i'iv 1101 l.i hki:v.- :"o: tk.c li:iy Mood clois Lli.it : 
l^ii OLiy.li ker hiiiin TiW arc the cause ,>1" her si pokes, mil Ndkin- in ynu about the past. Why 
don't von ilo in and sec lie- .' .'lie'- .iv.ake aid ;^.^kint? for yon." 

"Thanks, Shirley." 

With li deep breath Si brine ■ lei .■.: i le hoapita dooi r.l n.-i i gad aaon light bathed 
Grandmother Rose Tilt- clear vinyl [jliu jUf.clicd lc. ncr ilosc kissed es :l led o\YLicn into lie] 
bloodstream. 

Rose's cs o i -k.-: i l- ; : ii|-..l -l.c leslcd ici .'.icui'iy li.i/c on Sabriuii 
"I lull.' I ^jpiinsc il happc-ned a^ain^" 



tkmk it's a >zood idcvi I've airc-adv chained hi' mind, 
■and father's first bnat. if il still exists, and buying it. 



"Indeed. I dink it's ..nndci It:'; idea. ]'■ c -.iIU-ii \- '.-n.:o:L , .i Ii.k auppened '.o all lliosc seal-. 
Ik.'. ■.•.-.: I |i.:r ; : Mi ipnkil ahli a. .'.Il di,: ral .Ml- -I'M - 1 ^ I i.r ;el a l: .fal Ivi ... a- :■. l.'ii a I- -cd ll : - 

H; s I il h I I II' ... I 1 II. ' 

Chapter Three 



The aaff-nysted Hail oitkc cal'aoal filled an :l slia .tracctiilly Iron; ilH mining on the. Warren 
River in Rhode Island. Sunn, the hvn naked ba.k jiul linil In hit-knot winds 

"Slick heaulikii. Jay Just hkL- the df.v my dacidy hi:i;.y:it hai I'm me. ' the hoy's lather said, 
emmiun niacin.; h : i i.ie. "H ::!;:■. . hi'iT |i liny, in,: Tin .1 -.'ii Iv.- own. and I'm t?lad 

I I. nil ':,:;: I... -h . . . . !ii - ! 1:1 I'd' i II I: 'lea I:. I. ,1 . \ . .11 :;: ...:le..i:e Sam y\ a i:|-.i.>.e:i 
■.■■..■■1 1.T.I'. ;.a .: .-I.: \ iai J-.i I. .:a.l 'I .■ S 1. 1| .1 :.a 1 . a 1: .'■ ' i I' I ,■ hi 1.: I " 
Meknda's ei en 1:1 led ■..llh |vi.k nr..: d .e I..: yLj^d her husband. 

"Via. d..ri ■ :hiiih 1'- I...: l a. 1 Ti 11 h: in 1 1; 1 ...11 -h.- a.ke.l I:.. ' V: a . ..1 1 .tae :ie .-an hanale 

"("atboats are • eia Hlahle :h:n'.' 1o lheii ..iae he.: 111 Mal'na.i I led dn kne in these .vinrii. rait 
[ v.. i.kln i i .a Ilia', ye 1 1' i 1:1 I'lvl iir j :.::■■..' :i I lee' 1 k: lei ■ Vl ien-L. n.a 111:1 1 lie s :: hi: nunc 
experienced Swim mi na is a yren: :cacher ..'11-1 make -are iie ..car^ a '.il'e jaei.el and stays tin I lie 

"I can't wait to sail her " Na:r. cnlhuscd "Thar.hs naam. he sank ikakim; Jay's hand. 

"Yun'ie .'ele in 1 1 e.' la. kaiked a: his auk A\ ell. I lin. a In loek u|i nu.v 1 k's naihua il home, 
rialit: "1 oil ivant 115 redeliver the trailer?" 

"Ves. thal'd be imat We're aoine tu keep i: ai liieduak lor the uniiiner. so just leave the trader 
by the garage." 

"Righl, I'll have Firen Jropi ..:: lata See you, folks," liesaid. 

crairninaore nl'lhe liieal .ae'at eaih. ac otien relerma la. . hoav.ard :u ils membership. 

In the t.vo years he and Hi el! .:|viaia-.l tin- '■Aaici. lie .1 I .-. k.- a la.,., htil busy wasn't 

j ie restoration johsihal hrei.uai nalienal attention and 

^ I'he yadil dub had plenty of members and many artitir? 

Seen splicing -HoWditgo^" 

n lessons last week. You should have seen their laces I 
-shirt pocket. "That and four exand '' 




dlC dcmeO:SC. sl.C dllim-cd 3 i; : I ■ -1 1 1 ■_ I" -icllillll . IU I iVi: ink :||C skiV !lC 1! til ll.iil d.C d.lil 

Oilcrl ana inslcael Sli UOk llle mail ill ihe shoulder 

"Oh, cseuse mc." shu iiilii niincil. then hive a: '.he s:ek: ol hei Ltnlhood crash. 

Koherl Hall danced a: her with impatience, then paused 1 Sabring" lie asked "What brings 
you loEalon?" 

hefl h ) en earssincelVe 

"Will she"be alright?" ' ■ S > 

Sabrina cheived aci han.ini dp i.-.k.l :ic: head ■.'.' a;, :iiai:ia eyes lingl-.M' itl: tir.shcil :cnrs 
K.. !im J-.'.l • . i. • !■ i. die -uncle -ae-a ire :n-in wrenching 

"I.e. ■ -:cp i : 1 ilk." l:o -int. In-: hard ■ ■i Hi j I •■. I 1c '.llI ilea a . ■.eel nica -i I " t I "i -_■ 
-k....' -liieaihls: acr l'.:i,V: cures cu-miier-' ■ : a 1 ., idi his hr.-id -healer- 

Not wantine !'■ speak a':iLMil Rose. alia:d sic '.•iili"lI use eml-.il 1 1 cl ev. -he kfkd hui eluti and 
asked. "Htv.v arc Mir. I{....hci"' Dia you linish am -cam)]'' 

I k I coal kd lac aana -. aid lioin hi- •in iiii. - :. l - :ii I-,- local ■ cei I.- '• as. Do yuu still pi a. 

Sal. I I : .■ led lei .nli.l -li.Mik I:.- head No. -:r. *i na: I c— oils ...cic .'.a-lcd ;vi"H " 

"Where dn win kvi. 1 now' 1 he as'-.co. -iM. ni-- - li.Li Ike esoi.i- beautiful w-innan. 

"I h:.e an apaitmeea in Haiti mini' licre I nir. a .11 l:i n. ::il I.i.ti.--..' -he -aid. nqi-:h inu. 

as Kcihcil lucked ucc: iis -liia.ldei at tin- '.vol nan al lit fie.nl enamel Ik nodded mice. 35 if hi 



e. We're 
business partners." 

"vii. rn own s pan oi'lks'aook.sloic" ' Yilrina asked. Miiicymii oioLana expensive ye 
p.-aelieal fund shin lis 'V\ liy an: I no: surprised''" 

I k kii:k-'d :a lis '.'a al.. a. ■ Lad-, '.•ilkdiawu-.a I ar e a l den. n .1 lev. maules. Inn I -Hikl i:c 
honored it you v.. raid lira c earner 'A ilk me while ;. Okie in lowi: -'re yen lice on Friday' 1 " 

S ah (ilia's eves widened Rulinl Hal asking hei I'm a dak" Well, dinnei. Met hpspailcd as her 
breath hitched. "It depends iip.in Ri-.sc How -ike's doine hv then VVhv don't ] stive von a call later 



A bit stunned by his closeness and sudden attention, Sabrina could only lift he 
He squeezed her hands ecu I] v. Ihen icl ker eo Wdclhc::! was small-town friend 
siiniclknu more Sakrinn's .naas rnairo hi.ekie:: She ha-i,',l herself tuckdii: Ike 
into ker hack p.i-ke. She v.ak.iLd a- he apeioaeaLO Ike woman al the coimlct. s: 
minute .'r two Ihcn panel die w ulnar's ha. ni 11:1,: aaaiii k.e reaejietl in.' Hi s situ 
lane cMtackil soa .e :'o dad doeim icnls. [ k placed ll ein on tk.c eiiariler then leit : 



I '.ivu ;jl;:nc:ne. ncn-sa Llic -lac'ia lo Sahra::: skc I'.nsl as 
i loughl Preta i ng - n'l i 1 watcbinj . ahe I led ho 

[■'mien Willi ndcoision. SiiI'iii::: lookcc ill die aoukcisc n 
What was il she wanted? 

■\ lev. TOT en Is l::lci . I'll vn :|. uv.aei aril'l.'l II' .'i ink: C' 



kill ] dohaie a couple I'lie'Vc 



hack toihe sporti seciinn an. I i'l-iimI lai: hunk files 'I lie™ were a rn.iale ill" illustrated bonks nr. 
Ivin^ k:nils. imolliei hoo. en under aa'apc. :ir : .i \el ::iiclhc cr. :"i\in;c o!: : ku:s Slie picked up 
lac Lihi.|ui1ous ]. ellow-aaiU'lrck lni'..-i,. inaivaa! fur rallies' and lealec ikanaeh d:e p: : ._ues 
y Ml- opted fur llic liniid -. riiiii hook ::nd :1k 1 Iioc.-lo mm 'an'. Ihen Inov.sed hci ■.'■.iy lo rhf |in|'iikn 
paperback novels Sac pulled a couple heslsekcrs ell die saclvcs :'ilcd Ikcra on her c ren in c 
suicl, of books and headed Ten llic cash leiusle]. 

This rime, a petite cklc: 'comm. v.urkr.1 kch:i:d lac cask rccislcr. ! Icr Timetnij identified her as 

"I III.', a! She aeaa ..I al Sal . as -I :■ | ilac.l :! ic b; ... . s :.a :l ic ci a. n'.ri I' ar sho| i i i.mici . 

linen. e.'.cidcrcd ov.n '.• liile Ji lie [>uv :.l 1.1:1.!: up the sale. 

"I sec ynu found :> fe.' honks." she said, ^lancin^ at the titles. 

Snl'ina nudded. 'Yes. liiinks ^1 " ■. ■ ^1 ' 1 l.- 1 1 l 1 1 ■. . I'lcie'snel much or sir Ira: I'll 1 dd lind 11 couple 
"Ruben iclls nlc'uiu iiiiiadniolhei is kmc Windham. I lica: she's in llic hospital. 1 hope it's 

Sahlaia fimulril. II.- In :■! I : i:a 1. ...i -lira la.::- "I ai|V- .:. ' Ml.- ■.' ai -peii'd She 

nodded her thanks. acccp:c;: d:e p;:pc: hue. ofbeoks and .iui.k:v exiled Ike shop. 

On her drive home, ske lhei.if.ai alma: CTshaiuli iiaiicv.niia Keheri Hall She felt ,1 thrill of 
-■sckincr.l al Ike idea ofdiTici .'in "if :i Did lie kioiv .il "ici schu-.'ei:! ciuvi ' World ac kc 




spnpcrs and even hired ,1 p:i' n'.c :n'. esl:c::k'i. hopnc that he could lind 



Ko-c. "Iiu acu'ci: l:i sli'v 1:1 lac 'ius|ii:nl Tr momi i'v. moii ured hci Tin 'kkiL-.c'ilci's se.rch 
"\ 1 -■ . 1 'k.oukl look in I he aide I i.cpl -c.eral hu'Cs ul' I lor.':, paper., ok. dial he sinred ai liiinia 

Sahrai;: neecc.l Lie hrc.f.il::oa-ali Ske hic.iicil :l:e k.ivcs .:r.l a Her opera:!:, er.e iidinici: the 
niorna of cherri tokaee;.. Old Spire ar.d paper She iveoeai/e;i die eiineii inahirjaviy pipe thai 

:., idki - I 1 'loheri 1. el. revel ng infliecolog ,. tsn 1 ■ Die linen fabric 

She created piles sorting toe papers into slacks of invoices, recaipls lists and business 
c...rcs;:cr.le;iee I kc caracal ir, eiee l or I he -eM'r.e pik e 11' .: /...pi:, l as -a u:io ,.a^ dated 
March Iv6'l : paid in full by suincone named Blair. 



cr pocket. Later again nil the Internet, 
us living in Rhode r si and She quickly 
■ assumed Lunelle with ll boat needed 



■o. the querulous voice responded. "Sailboat? Eh? You looking 

I i r.al! v li IclilI ir h.'i ■iiilm. Sal'ria's Iicli: I i.ieed. "V. 1 '. do vo.i know Lim'hnhj a'::onL ;i 
Zephyrus sailboat?" 

"Sai'l'o.i:. eh : Yes. I have civ 1 1' > n Sony si e. .'. i ■ Vol. lIl'.i'l ■.'..ril '.hi- Line " 

Excited, Sabrina paced tic siunti :>.■■!! ijnerr,^ i.is comment ulnvj: ilie boat's condition. "You 

IlLt' C LI /C|)llyl ll&'' MAY I Lisk . 00. ivllidl VeLH'"' 

' Speak u::. .Liirlv. 1 don't :i u ;i i «o ucll " 
"Sori-y."' she raised her voice 'What year nas the boat built?" 

"Why, llic first yeai. .truly. Lion Windham owtd me irioiic leu a milk and trailct. so he Iradtd 



. north of Natra^nisetl IS; 




Elillk- I'liJ.H t ^.Tli II; I.''.-..:.. vl .I.', J ;i| : . ■ I I, .a :..|l ...Mil. L 1] [ i CU] [y 

examining her outfit She li.iilr.'l biou.^it :i::-iiy e'.ellie^ i:h, h-.-i i-ut at die kit minute, she tucked 
Ik- dressiest cocktail dress in a suitcase Die blue chBrmeuse BtrapleBB gown featured a 

S.'^ClllLLII- ^iL'Lkl-.IK 1 'All:! |'\ I' 1 1 Led ! : '.■l! I " I L" J .1 .l' I IlLll.ll IIL SILL* I .\^l:|'lcrilCll'ud die 

l.-a l.-ILl I nov. |\ ■Ai a .ipi I;.- Ill Ivi .ay. n.. . .1 I., i.i 1 1 i: ■ ■ I: I I. I I' Sll.- led 

lle'l I LHI^l (kll k llUII ILl'linl-V. I U - 1 1J II lie.* U-. ^-1 ILI I.^L -.lli--cl-.li.-l - M..- il|'|' IL'I LI i L" k U T 1 i |J i Ll U k 

jlii.I Ihur. blinked her i:-.ei inaki ly vi. .' ih.- !• laid, 'red i h.s ve:e diy V. neeil :n Inok ake a 



- LJIiir^-.l lilL hLII1i_-L--S-.-i11 L\i:li;|- iCill.i ^dllli/ed Ihe 

yiition and the formidable motor urowled. "ll'j only 
, like, after dinner, we ear, ,ake a drive to 



Sal'T i'. . Li |i|"..l I ; Lr I i :i :c::\ eea ir.iall Ahiie 1ee:k. I he\ ;TLLelieal\ ylnved ayainM lae 
duik led lip. Rebel 1 nol Le; 1 an.; L ■ I ■ l ll il .ib.i.i: lei LiaIi l |i< '■iiuiin.Li beueatb Ilk 








icnimbsoffhH 






EH" 



In the shadows onlhe ride of the bam, covered wilh sev. 
nil. , . I i ■ ■ i r,i I .11. .,1 



climbed the ladder and pepped ir.necrh r.iui Llie .-.ici-ipi! She looked over the edge, 
lied niu.Lid- die cal.i.l operirlu an;: lv:r:.' I'll d'.e v. aipe;: leak ■.• ;i-llhi i.'.idi "I In you 

shlight?- 

I I'.aiojL huhler. Want it?" 

jce. Thanks." She cauiihl IhcdcriK us;: s'aiaicss sled /ipim liiilirei Slie llii>f)cJ llie 
nil am: timidly rahhed liic '.vhcel Aiici ,i I"; 1 .-,- In,:- Lie spark cacehl iaiillhi: ;i small Iv.uane 
llame sin- kink.-.l Ln-iiilo raecahia uas filial imh scieiai malies ofalaek. oi I > miy Chicken 
leathers lloatcd on the surface. 
"Where did this Hirer e;„r,e Item" sae called n. e : - her shoulder. 



leak. The hulilci 'i a< jaian;: hoi. Iicunmiii:: II^ liian 
Iter ti ii gets Niecouklin -cc a nrun/c pialc she allium l:;:vc Lid pulled her hand back 
kmaid liei lace nlier 1111: ■'I'lke coiiKa ..I'liei C e -I s- sav. ii Ii ■■■as nr die 'ailk'acad hy llie l:;'^ . ri 
iracniiisi. She cliuisi :o die Leak iiiah rails :L ud leaned inside. 
Ii read, "/c pin ins i:. fso I. /cphvnn "i achK Wanm. Khude Island." 



[iack :l lac hotel xi'.'iina called is,i-e She Ii.s.-cied i.n., Ihe ee.l .'linac r.o: 'canlini: n 
dislurb her. "It's here : Grandmulher. I've found il." 



in Tor a lung lime, and il louks preu, :.hal'hy riglu 

If mil' are r^-I".: I.- -.. • ii.i mil-: :vle: "I i I he /.L'| ill', n I- p:"pe h. ( al I I I .■! .1 I 'il' i - liiee " 
Saluiu iluid.li';! 'Una: cliiuicUC hull?" 

'Tnnr- riidil Nik ihal \ourc nn o.yner. ynn have to I'nllo.v protocol." 
' I 'iji's iii:li:. ..co.in ;: w ll:«n. I iir.r [I ;M ..Id ihcf a e'lcik unlay. Vi ill viur.ld I du no. 
andmolher? 1 have to |?et it repaired I mean 'her.'" 
kind a l.'Lill I.;i,i:..iilI. -Hi I nil k u. 1:11' ....r„:r Hi,-. ;:::il :] rr:ul i.'.c :i i h;i. e il l:;ir .\ ... I.. I :e I .■! 

>P" 

'It 1 - ^oin^ lo he more i:\pe:i:.... ,: - 1 . l 1 1 I liiu.iuhl Snhruia .valued 

I i : il ■ . ■ I ■ ■■ .i. .i i. il i iderstand.' 

'Il'- .1 klc-ji:i.:. Goudbyc. dear." 

Sahr.i:;: u.rr.e.l il':' kce ced pi:, 'ic a:u: " .:I'.L;. :.i I he . :u:. ■" Sne nli^.l ike iiau/L ci :i: :n:.i 

leuked ;:l I' ll 1 Waina- llr.r - in iu'eiii-.: l e.rh. Sh,. leli. eu Iil'i ;:d'. 1 - 1 l I ■ n:;r. L'lrii: ;il ;ill sli; 1 d 
accomplished in on c day Tlic:i iici -:oi:iiiel: err., led l>:ekmg up her pur-e and leather coat ihe 
ll.-nde;: iiili. -luppiiii'. in :li.' lu'ili. I;, n-k lk.: ileik diiiTUcn- 1.' a ncaroy iC&iainant 

" Preferably s.i:r.el':i:i:.:: ek'-e Wnlkir.:: - : i ^. : li 1 1 ^- -_■ . " -h; emphasized. 

The man crinkled hi- forehead "Well, Iliere'- llie doii.e -Imp. hul Mia: 1 .' not real food. IfyoiJ go 
frontdoor. "Ft loot- IU> e . reontheoutsii c but i k food ■ i ;. :. i sari) -o there won? be a 



The intend was a eonlia-1 n Ii.liIh ana dark: well li 
e. ei ecr.l rated .in :hcir gillie, dim aie.r.e Inn far wall, lined wil 

Vied ..i.l- pe. V.:- i\.'.i e.l e. ei-- "i -■: !ul.i- - ' S 

hcadc;: :'.■: an cm:ity hne.il: A- she -at dnv.n. «l:e plepped In 



ucaulv will] dark hail and delicate IValuics'.' 1 k rniled th 
jean-elail hips, mid liisciou- cleavage .'lien -lie 'hniL^ci 
■ '.-in ■.■'lire ai'.in i^l .lai v ,e;: h::-:i;.k. ...l eu lae l'nilen;:ei 



rui, exuding refinemeiil anil moiia. Hhal „js -he doing in Warren and. 
nodded vigorous!. :" -lie hani.e.l h in h :eh I'm :n.,uiu .ui.l a-ke.l lor die 



Jay glanced at the heavy set man on the stool :ic\l luni While [J: el: ■: wile. Siiaivna, held J 
..i. i ii' workshop t their house he relaxed with a beer and dinner al Maude's 
"No," Jay replied. 

Ural looked around curious lunil lie spoltad Sahnria "W hoa a-olhcr. she's oul nl'yinir 

league." 

l'ade;i Mael. T-sii,:.a ,d ,i. ,i- I a, I , ,:„ . ode . ■ „• .: ,1.1,-, i, a : par o 1 ' senile;! 

work boot?. Cheslmu liair Girled o>. cr his cars nr.,1 Hip-iu.i up al llicKiei of his Lieck. A dark lock 
strayed into eyes flamed : r In dark . Ilaring :;n« ii was a hip lasliiuii liiai prelentious executives 
paid slylis:s hundreds of decisi s tor yet tins mans style sprang Iron: nonchalance. 

High cheekbones slushed his faci ind b short beard aju stache muted his mouth A 

Itsbcrtuan' 1'nihttNy u i-iiiiwiKtiriii n™(vf. she [iuuiyht. Still, he's say. 

She grinr.ed a hi: loo hi : a lid ho .\i I eat ler ihaai.ina air.i ler lac accr \cn Otis, she helled 

the bottle and bumped her iroul looth. Clunk. 

"Ouch." she niurmiucu ru'shir.a lie: iier.l lcc:l: wiih her indc>; tinger. worried -he chipped one. 
She glanced al die hai :uid tcI lav's eses Was lie smiling at ho-r -1 

She lilted the longncck beer and daaias. herdiroal undulating ■.viil: each gulp. She set the beer 
back on the able and wiped in muulh w : th Ihoaack ot lie: land She was aware oldiis eves on 
he: Line her skin tingled 'he re- eons' v ■_:./.■.! al he- hnl:le an. : La.aeee gcir.1 1 . al llie label, a .name 
bored females play at bars Soon, shrals oiwel panes lineral die ta'a'.cio:: but it worked . The 

"Yes, please/' she,.. ■ < ded oil sb rtendi si est™ k.'i. i: ip andmustard. Thanks." 

S'leiltea ll eia.iu id ai d poked .0 l ie 'uii'c elece .1 r n: '.; , L a, lin toi ai d >l e-:id i: 

into her moutli.su.ckiiH.it clear, As die pidlea her lia-er from her lip-, she looked up and once 
Igail aawthe man w.rel ad ho- : i n- iiK : M . i --. 1 1 - 1 . i ■. ., i I l.iiI.ii ;i^..,ti s le sir Sled In her seal 
and knocked her purse oi:lo die floor As she ::c:il over :o relric. e it. she M atched in agony as a 
lube ol' lipstick lulled across the t'.unr boiinoing oil the bsrs:n:i; nesi u, I hi: man Sabriua 
p:elc:ide.: siie iiaoa'l i:o:iecd i: and shoved lac vest ot' the eo:iiea:s aae. :nlo he: purse She 

Meanwhile. Nana :::n.igh,l the kcleh'.iu and nrasiaid and huveiec a! hei table. "Car I eel mil: 



I<> MI Willi him. she thru ighl lh-\n„k- curing nl me like llial . 
Agitated, she cl eocl. he caal. - I' a : ■. .1- hica,: a ..- nicLir. The burger wf 
Ii '.a- caiaLheard aiy an;: lasleless She ual pad her socon;! beer I'ash.nu ilown 



slaral baak al him. bul enough was enough 

Slic grabbed ker anise ard lae.el an.: s.v.i:il nl ol die booth, '[.ee:: Lie change." she lold lite 
an.leader i:|-.ea imi.idir.i ii: s-l.,.iidii:ier.l al 1 1: ■_- d/e ol he. lia 



In the parkins; let Sai;;in.i 5li::pe;: i 11:0 li.ne.\it a:id In: lis; li u I |v_i: ossr lie: siimddisr She- 
ila ni-il ai a sloss i-ireis. i.asuie ■■■ IilI .liua-ii.:. tie I.;.:el ias \l ;a.l. l ie :a. sari Jimr ..pencil, 
las ■■■ : : .l\e-;- i s: said -.ls-|s| -ei.l 1 li. 11 sfni In I' n s::iii iai\l. Is liskl lie- 1 1 ; i ^l e ss aed :.l 1: 
1 1 :r : li,' .led a ; .ai;'|-| ail;: ill. :i i:;ik.-.l lit.' Il : ■- laia- Il '.. a- Jla.li is. c.l ::\. cat I'l ir ai -:.:., cr ip 

"] I- you're happy. You've rained ray night out " 
"Me?" His voitiMsas kssi anil sul'l. she Iboughl 

"\ a' s. 11 Ml ..Ml.;, a: aalii a a lil i p. I ..I. a. is. mi', lis. i 1 i a he; :V.ii:: r.-.l.s: ' 'si In 1 ..... 11. 
Iliinl; you arc. staring at me?" 
"You »af llirtirig with me." 

Sahrsna mo!, a slep has!, and ea-p,::l 1 ssas nor I .• a- I i s as. a . iaij.... .linaar. hnl I eoiil.ta'l 

I I I a hi at' .1 .'A.. I II 'I 

shirt Jay also saw a wisp of dark lace. "You fooled mi 

He pushed his hands into his jeans pocket and sriinni 

"\11ac .'I'-.mii- In -me:.-.' nIi. 1 v nipped. :' :a:s:.l ■ :111111a lie- lis::.:. I.i.'-aaa lei l ie aele, -isai 
He touched lierai 111 siently "I las. it's okay Are you lost?" 

Sal'iaia lii''ked up nun Iik yiail.".scd is.ee. '..i-l 1 a: ^ is cetikl -ss Iik eve-. S! iu kniTS heisell' 

I.' calm do'in She ss ■ - :i: ihe psrl.i is I ■ il ..la '.: iaiuk il r.^ a at .11 rise Mils ni'.sa v.'arre]i 

not it dark alley in Uallimorc 'I' 01 sine svlie.e im hotel is. It'semls a lew blocks asvav, hnl I 



rirst," she conceded. "But not now 1 don't know you. I 
•tilled her hand away. 

hrisdil eses pinned nil li;s lips, she anriiered hii-atl'-lessh 
1 ahrnplK "II'l anias: :.' ha a alsa e\ an ma s.V.'i:l.l ..1.1 like 



"Take a ihorl sail 10 rim anil v.alivi ihe iiiiw.' he cspialied "Ik a Rl-.i^k- Maud 

"I've never been on a sailboat before." Well, except for this aflemoon, but that doesn't count. 

He sjesuire.l to a larue. \acar.1 lor across the street (In tit far side of the lot along the liver 
several small sailboats wen tied to pie 'Here's your chance." 

a murderer?" 

"You don't, but this is a small to'.en ami everyone kno.v.s me I tan give you a reference " 
As it' on cue :n ol.lar .■ i|ik- ., !k.i:;. ou ol ihe I' :i a id ha::::..l I'm .: ink. in in: parkin;; lot 
"(kiod evening Jay," they called. 
"I. n. i.l e\ cniag I'a... Itarh he /epk;: iiis eyas plmie.l on Sabrina. 
"That 'eas eon veil ienl," she said. 

He sheathed her ham: in his it:; ileal rj:d inline up her arm They crossed hie street in silence, 
walking towai ds the boats rue km it in the cuirenl. 
"Which one is yours 1 '" she asked. 

la. ni-i ah Jioapaa i a:.;, a ^ II a.ial |i i:e, : '.le ;:i:a.. ale I le' a 1 .r a ll'l :1k c' eno;'.. 

;vc'll use this one. She s l is- lko:i:c ."u-1 ;ar. e ine a minute :u eel kei :eiik . then yuu can climb 

Sabnria 'valclicd as he Lagged ou Mil- slroads. making s.rc Lku I'ae liLLgiiL; .-.as light 1 le pulled 

tiller against the port side of the boat, then stood in the cockpit and looked around 

a- ■ i I i u ■ lip., I I „l I, il 'i I I 

he :. ,1.1 h - ha ul '■, i kiiali a Snhr na 
She gingerly :ook Ins Huge: lips .n iicrs. Ilien stepped taut. Ihe sea: cusuion The boat rocked 




"Would you please sil here and hold the tiller like this''" lie nlTered Sabrina Ihe leak handle 



hi I ii.:- : i .mi ■ lias. .■ ii .. don 

othe 

ha! •■.lid and pall e J the kn.n'il v.lT.e saai Lip Ike mas: ma ■■al.l .'l ae.lv.-ledlv as the muscles 



ThewndH n .'.li ■ vvd .uikklv. Sabrina watched Ihe shoreline, 

"\\ l' .wm'l l;.. I'm." fav sni:i 'k's niee rl:oni?h. in Iul. c ,l -Te'di oi' i';i:l:i bemeen yv.il .iiui :be 

Snlll JllL ho:' l'\ She reveled in i he ^Lliirli c\ I :il -I in Eil>l liiu 'i:-ee/e 

'['lie .valet iva< neaily Ikl. su ll:c niu'.l '.vjves :ipfjL-iJ in I lie bust's wake. 

"Tiiis ■.'.■■.Miiloriii. -ne s?.iil. I:er l"?..e liji.l tn'.vnr.K I lie I've r.e. er u-ipc"ic:iLLii 

anything like this." 

"Don't you like boats'" Jay asked. 

"WelL sure [Ve jusl nevei hi d the crpportunitj Loj i Doe I mean, in achool I joij ■■! i te 

vie.' eluli. Inn Ihiil's 1 1 !'■'.'! i i.u on Ihe rive:. Ii s nine ;i: ,hii iitiivi '.mi liar le'rixaLion. I ' e been 

"You live near the Chesapeake Bay?" 

.'/l- hi. 1 ; xetrsrLtphr she iI:,.iil;Iii "^^ I li\ e in Ballinn.re " 

"LSusv plate Do von like it lliere'"' 

"Well, sure I've li'. ed ii.ere mn.il »l inv life in it's nnme I .vent to boaniin- sehonl in 
Maryland." 

"You went to a boarding school?" 

"Yes Good old Hillerest Class ofl'I'lK Then 1 went to Boston for college." 





Jay noddtd aslht van sa:ik tin-cr kvht ami /.hi Oiantt ;.n i 1 1 L-: and vi.itl handtd iniicllirr ttn 
lilt spttUlladar tvcal A- :llC -mi -.rih. iia: I .■ h: . la. "III - 1 1 - , : lit l':ir .nil llt:dtd hatk Inwards 
l:iu :m: La t knit- ^k-v^ I' Lizards Warren. 

Salirn: :lk-|u-il a- Iv e\ptil ■ hard 1 1 - -. ■ -l,,vl . at:: hilt .1 ! k :.a i -.a ill I at .••|iei i entt 

tiidtd. Jjv kindtd I n 'liv II II La aril M;l lita In kL-L-p Lilt ::«n sltad'. win It lit pull I'd down rh<j 

""n't 1 P 'h illg h i ' 

cleat as inslmcled am: v.-iiicii a- .la. :"ini,l ,il dutkmt die h-a: Kouii. dw small vessel was 

cabi d b k on the 

1 1 :■. k ir, :.a.!. r.'dtaat a- l:t i:itiil.:::t tht.ktd ^.tris mi his list 

[It ^piniii! In l:ie piLi an. I -ik lit-:: v.:-:iua l.i :iit .h.-h. I k.at :h.:l make^ up lor slaii'it ai 

She laughed "I've forgotten all about that" She bit her bottom lip, suppressing a smirk and 
dimpling instead. 

there il is. ugam, .lay lliiiatlu and iiti'mt at t(>nld ..k>p lit t:i:',.|;:td lit: in his arras. "I've been 
dying lo kiss you." 

Slit Itk lital lada!. 1 :iui!i Inn -lit -.va. cd. //'/'.""ir.:' .v. 1 ; 1 . -kt lli'Hi.Lilil. and t\n-td Ilia 
eyes. When their mmnln Itaiditd Ins Lieiule ar.d litskam. slit dint itt.ltisly She sought his 
k' — i:h ilta iLiritint lip-. ' I'Lirri t i ill', la n I'. ' itii li t |:iuund lilted. 

I I.' I:t d i. r ..- :di. -.1. . ', rt.l i i. ti, ir a Iv: in.- :■■ . \pkat n i - pt-ri mem I ler tongue 



"Seals?" Sabrina giggled. 



igge i 1 1 :'it - : keeping as stil as possi 1 1 "'alt watchi it the seaJa Soon 
kutd her ar.d ikt loaned hack or. htr tth.nts slit Ifokod at the dark sky, 
-tt-l Liu.' i- -It t. i.i .i itt.'tn.'t 1 1 a I'.: a It tt-L.r .■. -.'-It t:vt,l :■! J li x 




gently" She granted a'^reSst and wiggle 



was new; never had she been ■■■ i recktflSSOl daring. The heal of his gaze 

■. -'ie I i"i k.i' I. -ii. I- I.. .1.: -Li-ve 

vliispurcd. "1 waul lt> 111'] your skin next to mine." 
>ed, "[ dori'i think ..." 

.■ .1111- 1:.!'. Ill' lis V. 'Mi l ICI '. K -.L.-. Ill..|llll ^IK- l-ML. 1 ;: 1^1 ■.HI-.LIK 1 

shirt, pulling the buttons a SI e tried to si rugoul o ii. but the cuffs 

hin.lir^ he: 'Mel;.' :r..- ' :.n .il.'dcd ink.- w : k..T c'icj. ;iL...i.is: his '.iciirded 
lI I ii. mm- iri'. :ii',i.il-l 111 ii I Si,' i I .■! :| I- v. .■ k . . . .n ii il ■.■ ii id Ik- 



"l-lnney. ive need n> sh'v. ik kui km -niii. e;i:i hi k. u I ■., :i-i- ;i I., i.i i.:r.i:i^ i>ne culT. Ihun 

I ! l ij clkcr. Shu s:i: .Mej.i :hci: slid l:c: hinds i ioilIu ins T-shirt. 

"I i:.i:l'l '.'.I II :u II' . .1.- . :l'.i-:!ll cll:ii:.:c 111' III li;L " Sill: :'■''.: IT. I'._T ;I.I|! prcs^;: hull ii::e 

Ml i.i.kk i:l' Lie sviki. dure Line In hi "Hi .' ie deep ki-- .r'k- .ri.n'ki 1 7 ■_■ 1 1 -- ess .k;' cupped he: 

\\ ale Sabi na focused on tuggiog off his T-shirt, Jay slipped i" Lands behind her arid 
■.nsnnppcd Jilt satin, red slid lihiek km. As lhc'v;s;i lull 3'vay. he marveled at the 

■ki:k pc.iks 111' lli'i l.il'usts I l<Ji skil '.ii' dusk. :n:.l si i,-ll,,l l;i i i , , :l' ; i-ii , :M i,:r Lliid. IlL i nllill I'd 
again, hay? 

I ;l;llile k. I.-- s- he I'lii-I .-.I k - I. 'ill .1. : '.;iii •! Ivi nipp .■ S !!■ ,■ LI.. I |I-I::|':I. .i:.h:IL lull 
LiLiek .i:id lluuslri!: 'lei kifiisls i'.iiv. :.ilI I:.' pkked .1 I1.11. ■ "nc s"ul t-ii nipi:!?.-. nulling. 1: 

her waist and cupptsl l ei In men s.nri-u sn indict .kiv. n-stinsum lier knees. When she felt the 



Within moments, they were wrapped in each otha (arms nd rollii ;on :iit lied. Sabrinafelt 
charged, electricity sparking li.111 k.er lingcri lis ske enrcsica kis Kidy Ske luxuriated in the taste 
of him Bshersilk) Bgili tongue danced across his skin Sbt whisperedii his ear, words 
;iutraL?uiiLis]y exciting and sensual. 



h." :si.|i ill J ill Iv.h 

With her leg- '.vrap.'e;: in'. ■nr.. I h. ill -I :.\.V- a.u : . siiiliia^ tunic:' aim :;hc huckcd restlessl]. and 
::eg.L?ed for ivIi'ikl' I: ■aiim.ii: ill- i,a |.|I "hi . 1 h li i:d li i: a a..-d :li:il I ill! . he eOldd Sati sfv 

When he slid his rimters !ic:v.ecn hciiciLS. lie IbiLiitl jiur sw ollen and damp. "Ahh : Sabrina," lie 
_h:ii.l;ii:lI and kissed her again 

lie Liu milled. !n- c-.-i • i-cr, as 1 1 't. puv.i. v. he i Vil'iiiv. > ' 1 1 -■ . ■ l- . i.a ha ul nroimd him. 
h.duinu and es|:loria^ him w i:li aiia.ic .m.s ciir.i'-il;, Vac ould '.'ail mi helper She iil:etl him 

Lowering his hps iiim :o the i'meriinl hoihm Iilji" neck, lie J: jvr ml,. her with measured 

I'uicc I k masped hei ■.' 1-1, ni.J |' i I. 'J l ie I-.'-. .■ n.i I ■. .1 'A i:li iici I'ni ed and Iiim shdiat: in 

and out with a steady rhyllm:. lie noticed liial lie liaan'l rcm^vca her panties. The friction of die 
lacy band drove him wild, ndbis ci I slipped. 

Sabrina wanted to claw at Iiim. vai:k Ins hai:. and scicam lie: ncca. With every thrust, she felt 

Ills Miliim-M and ;ie.,|>a red 1 1, win. Id liad release in lane I hen. as Im clnseil his mouth mi 

he: In east, it happei ed ] la h.ried l:in,ell 'iiMae lev h.ra in 'I licl. Mich and sineolh. and she 
spiraled er Ihe edge Ik rivraiaii her aainis ami held 1. 1 A-.:-: uigire he .lad it was slrnager 
and sweeter [hail a n villi 11^ she esperierieej before. 

As siie llnneiLL: ihw.iward he: hodv spc:il ar.d '.-.ci'. he leased ! lien ■•il l .1 rci.eii e.-. ul' 
luinilraem. he tollnpia;! atain-t aer Slieee,ul;i fee aim Isemble a. he lulled over She pillowed 
her head on his chest and closed her eyes. 



sssss 




I:iu v, -is fcaltl: 1 . ni:-_l 1 1 1 1 f.r '.•iT.ndu. 1 . | -■ i : - : -_- M:d-.; : .,.\ J-.iln'l 111:11 1 \^'hun h_i> kind 

v i^!- t "li: i -il . 1 il. \ ,■ ...lilioLit reurel 

Snliiina 'vas u|i. <[:■■■■ .'i I .11. ill..-.-..-. 1 ' ^ .''.I..I '.. :.nd ■.-.".hi .I,. 1 mu^ of Whitlii [i>[ 
15 len k r'n SI dinei S :u- .l.i|..i..l ..I "I .■ .i;.:lnl Mop . mi l:- I 1. . :■ :i',\: • nil;: ni no so. in.iI 

cups of coffee. 

Sim ns'-ud [ho .. . : 1:1 hi:' ;i I. ' i:|ill.li,' .li 11.11 ; 1:;. ;lh;i i.h ;. :.:il : ,\l -1 iu.ij- I r.l.' her i:ol':'eo l^llo 
IlippcJ [IliouiJl [he yeilo.v p.l^cs 

"F.\CLi*e me." sliu oillcl !■■ :'.v^ 'Miil.^s "I:. -,U\i oo-u '" Snhrio: p : n ■ 1 1 v.--. I Ihu small ad tor 
\\ :ii i.n 1 IS.:;io.;ii.l 111 In- pill ill.' \\ n- 1 ill .i.I.n . 1 11 1 1 1.--: -|:.-| .1 11 1 1 11 1 .1 ;v.i: I.f 1 11.. 

[Tie .iniii nodded. "Sure is. Right down the road " 
"Trunks. That's all I need." 

Sabriria punched the nimiocr ir.l.' :iur zd\ |-.':ior.e 1 1 innij serial :iuies and. just as she 

C'-ISC.'ILd ■ lill';!' I';l 1 |'- I'. 1 1 lI " .V 1 0. '.. ■_ I | "■ I 1 .:. 1 "!' .'.I. [i.l.O' OI d. Rl Lit K 1 ! L 

"Hello. I'm l(iuk:i-,LL m your ni[ In llic phono hook nr.J h s;in you J.i Iiujli restoration. That 'no 
"That's right, ma'am. What can we do for you?" 

"WelL I h.o e a boat and its a rea i ' she beg potogeticallj "I need to have it moved 

and lliui. I imcs<. do whalc\c[ magic you uu." 
"li [his n liherglass boaf" 

"\\ bil'i her lenolli invmll" ' 
"Uh. what?" 




m trying to talk ineout nl'uiwiii g money :i: you You may not hear 
is "1.1 oilieLl 111 ki.l. il\ iiii'i'I :i e :il Ml lll:i- s house ■.villi a 
"ii |".' |ik- nuve h.u:s :-ii'l:-|lI lie kind. 1 leu I'm |'ii|v.ied '.u --\\ e 



"Sbe'sdOingyerywell Sa rins [nfeci we're beginning physics Iherapy today. We need to 

.;.': :li I I I.:-. i lL- .v.i ho: hip- ilU'i-.k |ir.|i.'il . I :l. .k::l. . - i: v. -t.lI IV.i.vi iiv :ii.I ..lie'- :;i:i;i. 

lo try the walker." 

"kmnk yon Shirk. I re.i'.k iipi-.'eu.!:.: ■.'iml y.'ii '. l -I.-I il- IilT M;i;. I -p^:k with her 0 " 
"flic's in' i - 1 ■_: ,i r= | Iv.l'i ug'il iu.' :-.iul i'ilt i I em hie.i- j.i I ni v.".i .;T hnik ir iik".il 

" Siu L-. Well, aelu;;l v. it "ill ki'. i 1 :u he n hu e kiln I'm goiig k' p ek up iiiy ne.' bom." 
"Haw nice! Yoo bought a new boat?" 

"Wdl. iH'l il-nlk ii'-" M i: .h.- ■.' II I'-. 1 1 1 •-■ lev. "hen 'lie's linislied." 

S.il.in:-. sered ..II'.-iilI ii.i>llI ,r. .h. 1 sr;d' ■. u.k in: le- eel I pk.'ne. it ,i hue -.ll. 1 ! nr.-. sh. 1 
■.-.nhsi \ u I s I :". i nlil :i: i:iiii;..I 1.: T,.,'l h:r ill: :i-| I III - V ill.' ■■■ i:h :i I 1 :.' .-I 

"That'll bi fine, missy. You might wjn: lo couieoiei liciej little suouei ami get lid oftlic 
peeps t n'ess '.:u .Mini some cliickens " 

"Mr. Blair; surely you will re ve your propertj from my boat." 



the forHift under the sailbo . ndlifledil w ngut! itei , r . ..k tmtotb. ong tractor bed. Once 

tirlLhine it to I III- l::lilei \esl Iv ; '.. ■ p. '— ' I . ■ . : 1:1. ■ .... I, .■:..: I,.'.'! rl IV. 'ill ufllm hull, then dril. e 

l'ie link Pm kh Tl k.ie-. Li|i '.he i.uip iii -.l :.l .nek .'.: l ie .Ii.i i -. -eel g v. :o li e uailoi-ltjifei 

I he prer.i'-s I. :ul. le." di:r I •.■ ei 1 1 . minimis I enl. nil :.i S.ihi ..i:i he -h...ok ilk huntt "You sure 

II- .■. . i ■ 1 1 1 . - 1 .■! .1-1 ..■ i i, .i:u:-l.,:i- 

Siihiiiii's .Iteess I clI;LciiclI. "Mnvhe I li;U .imr.ei dure Ins: nek. ' she ■:iid. looking nwnv "Tin 
Siihrir-.: Wmilkun rmil this km: .mis design ..'.I :n.l huil- h> ny. ^::ir..ll'.-.l:ier I lor: V\ indlumi." she 
:;ddcd. pride Hushing Irei cheeks. 



"Noproblem. W'hatiin-i.hes: l^i ■ ■- > 

^iir\ L'_' t] 131 I :li:n ^ l: .. r : IC I ip a I Kl ill" priorities." 
"Great; iccvni dicn." Sahina sai.i. :i:hliin;j :iei hand acinss tli-L- chalky, sv.ollcn belly of her 

laic I'm afraid to 'ran like hell.'" 

"They do get under >oi.r skin kiiiiia lije ;i ivonian Well, not in your case Maybe. Ah, I better 
iict a iiiu.e uii bcfuie I ni-l i i' fnol deepci n my mouth." 

She winked at him. "Men: I pre re: men Willi on,' e\.epnon.'' she said, broking the boat once 

S.ilu ii:-. s:u.id ^cmlIl M: Kan i i :1k 1 ■■•m: '.'.veds n ins lion! va-. : as liiell .nii'.v Ihe \ '-\ - 

wheeler out of tin: hai a -, i.l a nl .li.spn. a: .\l r I he highway 
"Wei . i-i-sv. you got yourself son .■ project llicre." 



lay uas in the maeln 1. hie ::i;:i.: Iih-iine iu.i.l ni.-l. inn-ia ■■■ t.aa llreil renirnea nil [h,e 




Brett. "Mind your own business what's that'" 1 lie gestured to the laden 
our neM project I've ijoi a cashier's check for %2\3.mi and 1 need a survey 




liiv sv.mc 'ki''iis;v ,ir. J i'ilI.iv u|' |iilll jI':.' j l'\ Irin h a laee. Iil -.v.i:il al Ike I'.u: IT..- 
dull gel coal cracked. 

"J.iv. Lalin div.vu Man. d'as is kanna. I.>on" I you see?" 
"No, ] don't see." 

'"l ii.: il ll '-.-.■is I : \ " I I'll 1 ; 'I. -ill.- .-..!;' I, k" - . I'l L 1 1 ----- ". i." linkd Snl'iiiJ 'A ik.l.ii- ' 

"['Ins look the ■.mid :inm .ray's sail and !il sli-;.!|>..d l-;LtL-;. Liip;Tna jilt iIil dropped board and 
anting ia- d do bo* of old canvas sails. 
"KivjL.ud •■'ii on vnu: ass. didn't I?" 

Jay swore viciously, then -mod nined lilt sanjim i'mm Ills jeans and nalked In die. luck 
lol ii-hoie seals litlen-d ihv i oi ks He euiHM-d ulodi;' LiM'kpi I ul'lrso'ld unodi-n ski IT and pulled 
1:ia ,'iil:','ar,l Lord I na 'W:l l-niai r.l.L n,';i ar.u.na ;oa:a;i and ■.•iili n :i-oa-.,'a::. Jn-,- Lareenad down 
the Warren River, headed for Narragansett Bay. 



Ill IU)boi now, 

"Certainly." 

"I L\ S ;JJ IO MLaLlL ^ ''V'l LTUT'J '.J l.vd LT I'UJill Llll. 1 I'l'l HOI I' ll I 1 '■ "IL'L'L II '. 'L'L'I " 



"It's lime." he said. I I i I " I - - 1 — - . I "— I""- .1 ■ I I.- si ii 'I-.' lu'le and n; k.-.l llle hi.eilyard 111 llll' 

distance. SLibriii.i Iic.lic r nil. 1 J haikrie ls' seal-. Ti e :'e icc li.i-.clI k.iml U'u. An uneasy 
reeling came ovh la nd she looked over ha ghouldei Jaj i Bpaitmeiil was near Kere s ':u^ 

"No; leave it Mamies is : nsl ,i aiuplc ,>f blocks, avcay let's so," he replied 
Sakiiia icluk-ia vu aisl skiM-red "Vlavbe I need a beer, after all.' 

ihe> walked cuickh a:id «w she reCL^ni/ed Ihr acalhered la', mi The Tiarkir.LL kit slill 
tOrlt.'qirieil LII0ti.ili > L | ml . I .|. 1 1 1 .; l. . ! ). I i.'-l ::l . | .II- er Lin home'"' 

Brett chuckled ' Yes. Inn lliey come b;itk the next day." 

"II.: I . : .l l' I I . :'. i .■:l.ll . ■ UlI r- -. -.V h 1 1- n I . : ai.ea v. si .:. u a'., ,'lI i:i die lT I eiial .veil kill 
liicll |'L':r.lcd a- a:i e r|cv I'l:.i::i icai l ie sack l :' lac '.uakhr.e Ar .i.lI. ■ L-.'ci.v a .i.rsi: a i:h 
I'r i "I e li L;ia\ hair ar.'|..'ae|-.,'.l I hem menus siilI .! Liish.si'.'e. in her hands. 

"A net noun. Maude." 

"Hey Bred. Where's Sl-.awnn today "' She eyed Sahrkia with mistrust. 

"She's a: lkirie. lis alwtos This lieu 1 s a client .'I Tie 1 0 aid. Van.ie She's nicked u|i a 

sailboat that needs some work." 

Maude i I "You mean that piece of crap you hauled bj bore this momiiig?" 

Sabrina grimaced. 

" \.Lill. I hat s iI|l- L.:l L- ' H- el: ■ "M - s 'A e.lla I lu-i". Iilis. |--..i i:. I : il-: .el I" ihe l r si aal 

"Windham, you say?" Maude looked closely at Sabrina. "Don Windham's daughter? Mali, 



"Used tci." Mmide s. 
M.aii.le e-leare^l her I 



nun. aclciiillv. I am. 1 fbtecM to have 
.1. rubbing his large 



rett nodded and the old woman shamble 



Brett nodded. ''Yes. I knew :■. fad fiats what I need lo talk to you about" 

"Well this eiiLihi he a hi I l..iieh.. I mean I 'kin t :e:l\ l.rsm islnl h.ai'Liene.l lasl n'.sTl ilIilmi 
Jay left the bar Lifter you. but ..." 

"I.Il M A h.-.l ;L-..es I his ha' e :o lIo i:li !ii in " Snhr ns !l si ...I .-.a . I'. ...muss a il. hlasalre 



W am ind -M- ± - boai • 

: Hied lo s|'e.i-.. "Doii'l s'.o|- mil. 



r chases women, bul lie 



"And 1 can see you got something going for him too Dont you 7 " 

"Bid:, ll'lhs i- al'.v.i: t; i c! iiLiiT.-l-.lv ■.■,;Lh ."av iilt •■■u 1 1 l-l-lI ;o s:.:|' lidi: ii.v.y. [ lIoii'l i:ieai 
I.' he rode, hill it s noiiL ..fy.mi hus-inessv" 

"See. 'hnl's Nil iiiehlcni. ]l s inv I'l -lies-.' he sai. : ;.jl har..i li s ;;cl:. 'Jae is iiiv kiss. I le 
the boatyard." 

S'lL lIi.'|I|'s'I 111." II il ;l Ii.I-IlIs II 'iLI l.lii " I ' lill S I'l'il" I .'. " -llC Sili'l 

"Believe iliu: Li's inoie 'li'airL than mil; think. .!;;> is the LiiiiiJsLi:i ■:>:"]:> Lick West, your 
g and ' i lot's partner. " 

"Yoa'ie kiLkhiiii me." she LSs iiiiiclI. [Vi the liis: it.il n he: I Ml. -I l l iilIli -1'h:l. the lc;iii 
"thunderstruck." 

Hi Lit i-olIlIl;:. s.i .i- : l.I J :.! -Iil lm.Ic- -l;....I. s.iii s'il .T:ii:iieico;:e.l 1 ic ■.niLiiiiiiv ^1 : l i;i l": li I ■ 
">a:::iiia. ilkllL S lll..re °l .'ll sl'L .lav h,i;i :i ill i '!;: L iil.lh,i....l .Mil !ii- family, hisg 

blame llieWindliamsfo all the" had link. He ivcm hnsc;k i ll is morn in s when lie; 

/Lpjiyiiis I II •Liir.iLiI ;o iIl-iiv;. il ■.- s...'n ,is he saw it " 



rii;.;'s '.•■■■i ll: I:cl..I I he.i . ohLL. hi - Lye- M.u.Il li;i:iil..I .iii.i il.i.iiil;: i.i i'.il kikheii -h:;h.iiL 
lead She owned a bar long enough to know love was i rocky load. 
!il sii|ipeil .:i !ili Ivii.k- L.iul a.riiL.i -Ioy.lv l.i look on 



p. Her] 



■I li.11 mailt Iil ■ :.i .l >l-.'-:.il .si he. nose Sk« Mnally lin.kt 

' i ■■: ,.i SI .-.i in.: a lot .a theii talk 

"Brett. It's awful. You l.li ; know. I aiIioll kno.vs. is lull happened " 
I le ipo.siiuii Ihe eiLiinr. -i . n 1 1 1 ir.l.' ills m.i.iih and swallowed. 
"You'ie wtune.. Sahiin;i. en hod' kni'ivs.' he said. : I li J el 1 1 l.h -allele. 



onlheaeci step luddled in he eathe coal was Sabrina. 

Suhi'ii: .lii.I iiar,'.! Ion ai.l- h ill mi .^1 .: I .u. -iiioI.l: h.i-.ri^.n "Ail 1 • on ilnir.k" SIil? 
sk-ppci ckis-ar. In.-]- annas in her com puckcl. 

"l.'iilonrina^k no \r ka-i mil oca "^"■-^11 -^-1 n. 1 1 ; L kv. c " he ;*.\.\ r..T..sia^ 10 look her in llie 
eve. Instead, he con iti: Haled ■'! " 1 ■_■ 1 I eel . lor some reason. 

"I should," she whispered. "Bui I cant." 

I Ic frowned All ;JU-i i,..vi li,- Ij.l ,i M I v - ,r,.- I - 1 I'm rk. di.iv.i 11. n- nii!:oi n: a [..!■ si do 
bar. Now all he wantcc 10 do was sink nilo inhale kcr musky per I rune, taste her fevered lips. 
I !•' loolod a^n\ : i -.1 ^ ,■■ 1- .n .11; .n ol' Inn 1 I ma hardened llini 

Snluui- under stood In - ra.nc 1 1 I'nMi'l s 1 1 ; 1 1 1 1 I "■. --I K i :o l i i I'k'iI .Li-.-. 1:11 s niLiuLatc strnriiicr. hat 
die had 10 try 10 iidie' a his sono.i 'Ma. I aon 1 .,: ii|M . - ' I .1 il.o ro •!...■.!. ■'iih vou." she said 

She lei her long, leather coal fall open [ienearh it, she wore only a bra and parities. "Well, may 

Will; a grovd. .No crr.d-.ed he:- n^ai'iM h.s .tiesl and ni- .r.iud: ■- ;i^a liars ^aa/din iul lll 



I li' l'.i apr'd l\T 'lollom ilii I: 1. 1 o i "I.,' i.-. i 1 1. 1 I li - hi.ii,.l i I li. l 

dark Ivor and. nuoacia:- and uujai l. In - lini ds slid 11.- op ai d Jo., r I- s k"i;jlli Suspcrrdod 
'aetueen the '..all and h.- !-od. si aiair^ alose; needing niri dei ora- sai ,• rapped her legs 

I ke sot: -ounds Lomii^ f-mr. deqi in hes du cal ar.d lac .111 L-n: u i .ch .il'ncr Isolds as-nrcd 

hull I liar .k'sailo l is l'.':;.o I. UL L al ."i-lm Iilt Ik ivsl.-d . ii-ni Ik- I'; I nil . UV1I1M: 10'. ;nd 

Inditing for coo no I She ivouklu'l allow il. hiucj ;li Iks -houlccrs and uhuiging her tongnc imo 

"I can't help il." she nm.uied : .l.ifu v : :lui;i:. ..illi :n fui.iu, e puce I'.il slon . swill other liips 
drove linn insane and 'Mi l a Kin. dc nicked up his o.mi ill-- : 1 1 1 1 1 She cuca' on: when she felt die 



Sill,, :,,;, dHL^k, „,:J .-.nUk-d l,:m u, breasts. "Don't be silly. I'm not made of glass Yo, 

"sssri-ss^'i.. 

"I'm Iiiil:.' s.: nl "I Milk 1 1 ..:i. I,' lmi:1l I;. Iv ;1 . ; ;. Mm:: Inve " fllie 
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pick a fight?" 








iHfm 













..■ .h. |i|-..l .\ i.ull:. |.I.|'. .■:: ... 
al I ho Innl ol'ike bod and decb 



llxiiil-: y.Klih " / hnf;. -.7 'he Ihvu^h: ■ :-.;ee^:i:a l.ic !nbo ot' paste. Her 

aadlleiim lilinll I;"... c.'ii-i;:e:aM. mini I me I hail .1.: , - :|I.I lv, II • : ' ■ H: ... a- -h.'.i Hied her mil- 
dried jud styled She hud 111 make do Willi \\ linkk-.l .Iodic v SIi. 1 cnii.di:'! :"iiil: iin iron ;iriYiehcrc. 

WBBring them. She itinghe jeans and shirt ova rheshowa barand an tbe hot water, hoping to 
steam some of the wrinkles free. 

Once diosscd. -he 1. mI i '•■I d v . ^ j i i-1-..l S.i |.. L..I i-i in .ul'iii.'i. ri lln 1 kilclieiiolie. Hie 
coilec veils inld. mid dime veils r.u crcamc:. The rclhccrnki: hum iic.il lv empty, also. 

"1 low does lliis man survive^" site spoke aloud. 

Siibrnui divided 'ii li.i.d lei Lhc colli ^l:..|i .■Jen '.he' J Lmicd Ik- i'nlibi in town. She 
eouldnl lir.l Ilea I nl I.,:' ■ "I.;. l' :i , i i' j. |... li'ialll ., 1. 1 0 ^.Il:- laii lol'l ibom 

Sin suill'iii I -.-L- 1 • i:i i..'. aid halci • -. ii- lv I'ii'-. in- J l-.;n:'oi:l ■-.."•n Iht- smiis Slic smv 

lie moved lier car. so ^he nacnaii I he ;i:o e: :. d.'iir I o-saiu |-.,ir aai:- 0:1 dm aeai ^be looked in tbe 
ii'iiiiinii. under lie. Tuoi t;;i. c it lhc .isoi 

"Li'iikinc. for these?" 

Sim jumped, bumpinc- aci bead on dm liaci 'Uno'i. ' -he 'aid rub bum I mi lini'lmad and 
lurni-.c ■kiv,:;. .ke. k-.i:ie. : . iicanm: dm :cndci nil kc. : . I i ■.■iil-nicl.hed li.ne -.be : ud ..in r:' 



,is pocket and witl 



a-. ..id:l " ,|V.| . r;nl.ii;iia-il he 




M one o'olu:k. lircl: lurnu] nrTr.lv radi;, ' l.i.iioh lime Maude's?" 

"Wliy don't you head over 7 Til be along shortly." 
"S:i:i\ Wliiii me lo ''i.iei win anything'.'" 
"Yeah, I'll take a hoagie, no onion?" 

■Ml-. 1 ! I i - l- 1 1 loll. I.o ".ik-.'l .". li l.i I n / .t'iy io : I. 1 1. » 1 1 1 die Liiuk K 1 iiulIl ii i.i.i: 
the day before lie ran |-n |-„ L: id ninny ihc hi.li. =uvki:iy dv nv-oliu: hdiv diove The waterline He 
d'-s.-il 'ii • •■■ r' • ,nid °i led '. u i r m; iiiio Iiov. I ).■!•■- V 1 .' a. id t.0. •• I'd I h.-i : : iiKk.l :..al ianio 
out of the shop. Did hi' :"ii': p:ide 1:1 his workmanship? 

As a sluljiill. I ' 1 l|-:.l • l.idi.d r.:, al ik-ii-a i 10 n;: i; ii- llv /,'| ill. in- \mv. lit lu.i'-.l'li I'rj. ."Ui llir: 
.kill : : iihI . '.I -.- |ii:l.\ : |i|i:|v- If.- 1-ii K- I .Oil. :.iul i.'ii|i; Lii ■ iiikli'i II. 1 dosid Ins lvoj iind 
li-;iiiLi;i au.iin-: n 1 1 l- I'm i ... i:!i : . f,a r :,■ ,p,a!. - M him. - : l,in: i'..iiiiiii.ii : ui' 

J r i 'lis - 1 ■ i - 1 lI' s l- v ^. il •'■r.l'.l .■! - -. I - : . l-.vi. i'.t .'.it. ossiiI.i-Iiii.il iin.insl 

I'll: di'mir,; ■■ ilik' h.d ai. if.,' -lid IVi- I I. ■ p Ma. M "a; f.. .d::d i.! ;. I :.ii.i:l. .Ii i.ilil ,■- 
eiltln sailboat wilh in sdn labm iiiij [imiiil ton devi'in-d liv Dun UiiiiUuiii and built by Derek 




"Whv wonldnl [ believe it'.' I Toll in love in an aflimjon. Ma-, hi a;:/, runs in the family." 
"llinusr. His name is Jay Wesl." 

Sabrina hoard a nasp on Hie one ofihe lino Sooonos pawed in silence 1 Grandmother, are you 



"My goodness. Well, what next?" 

"I tlioiialir ynu sain tliey picked up the boat. Didn'I you gi 1 



Ihelelephone.andKepickeduplheboal.Ihiidiii.ii::..: ayn nvolved mlil after lie boat was 
.Ic r- .".■•: H-.'l: ni l iiil lav " as I'umiij:. .. l:ei n I n /.'p i. in- ] I. 1 .. ::ii:liI l.i m-lii:. II 




"How tragic!" 

"lie went to live ..iih hi, lira ml mollis, ..hn appaiti:i!\ haj »» oil'ihs deep end. She 
poisoned him with s:iirics oflhc W:nd!iiinii. mil iiiv.v .ye ruir.cd he: life [If left home lor a 
.•'lile ■..Lir.l I.' lvIIl'ui i I •da ii,' ami -ii.dli:;: ii: : ..i a :i:l: i.::i:l a:a V. iinr. I .,' re:i irrlild. 1il' nailed I'll: 

boatyard." 

'S:LS:iiia do >i'ii hulie. n :n destiny"" 
"I'm beginning to." 



Chapter Five 

lav liililhed ll:- -iiir.h.. i-. il .. :.:l,l,al lii, :lapk:i ail:: I-. .-•:■:: il i I :ll,' nil ,r. Ivid.el 'I needed that ' 
Biclt spooned mashed |- M:M- -l-s .mil ;jk;"- iik' li s iniu:li a: I.- ;: vl ' Mill man. .vhv can 3 

Ja. sluiaa-'j'l "C.ri'i ha' e l all. I one-'. ' 
Brett sa.v hii opening 1 Worked it rait yet?" 
"What 1 " Jay finished his rout beer, stalling 

"Yiv.i l::n-.'. ilsim: .mil. nhal A:c win loinj 10 wori: on the Zcph'. ills '" 
Jay nodded "Whatever she wants.'' 

"WUl. Ilia: '.. .is j::-y S.v.nnl- Vkc m i. .nil 11 '.nnl. M: .1: leased "V.'l:::i J:d sac s:i 1'. clniii.nc 
"Vol'ing IV 1 1:01 ii.iriu in jhi:i I he". Via. kivj - 1:111 lal mouth sin: I. 1110 " 



[Vive West clumped mioiid: hci riiklicn. -11' I ihc-.-.v 11 he- I':. I 1: .'In j 11I s'.ippct-. ll 'Mis alter 
two o'clock and she had just Hatched a "snocr,'' ialli show episode tided "Are Yon My Baby's 
Dndilv' 1 " ll I'cntincil a • nanii. in ci i-.edi: i-.. man. Ic: i l'anl .1:111 llacc men. sinnlakv dicssi'ii 111 



oversized T-sliLns. Iv.jwy pam- widi LMd:;.. tliiLI lion", down ui Ihtu katts. and baseball tups 

lni M.-il -i.lt.'. - I'll.- :i.L'i: li;.:l •i.: riVL'.-. I.. "I\ ', -.■- ii: '. .:ii.l. •i.,|ii:-.'. -111:1 -.■ .- ol' lien. 

wt:t the "baby's daddy." 
"Sim." Faye grumbled, hehiim; :i tiii.ncti,' i.iid ilicn n|v-iii:.ji:itvji:i : jLT.ii,!i- She looked inside 

hadloeal.Fayewaghe lb nine!) pc 1 i- - buJ -I sd . ] si e didnt hsveui e igdiamiei 

Slit jusl ivasn'i inliMtslctl in 1'ood ShtnasniinlortsitJ ucli ul' jnvUiing, actually. 

in il n .■ ■ .1 i.'i k.i i. .1 . 1 .' 1 1 . i.n I . ■■■ .11, i .,i it, " 

"I'vetol ofn I i ., !■■ i i .,11 , 1 

O' tr Lilt oompitssoi. la' lit.itd [ avo Itnvo a loi:,: a id ■ :.nhl ie :iv- :ae.- j'iI:...||liIi lit .oolan'L 
make nut the words He realized suiilti'iy laat he ucr.oralli hml diimtr n hh 1'aye once a week 
-:m I cl inijstd il ki-L i i;jl-.l I it.- il .H|.-. : i. '.li.t-::-.'l Lo .;-|i'llit; an.: I.-. 1 Kt.i'k'l low ht jptm last nmlit. 

Faye slammed the leltpkont Initk omoit:; hast ;liuI wulktd livhi kilthtr. window She Hill 
kvod in lilt Mint liunst Utitk Wtsl hoii! Ibi ihoin on Ike VVairen Knti. nlllldugh il was 
btsnnnini! to look rondowi: tonipartd -o htr nemlihor-' joints Slit dit.n'l wan: io think about it. 

didn't waul lo think ulni.i; :ht IV. i inn I .■ ..i-,. ■ i,., I in- j-.i-lois wcit 1'tdl oi' 

lea' ts V\ lit- 1 la 1 . I- •-.'J r.l- hti. I.. 1 kap: lilt luv.i-.o i i,i |-.lj n.\: Nit.'. ■■-H i :ht hnal'T.id and ins 
■:...|I pl.i.v Ill' bill.-:. Il:i;l I rr ,1 iov hi - erundnul ll.-i an. I'lut shn ihatlelll 

Silt tallotl kao'-. .nd oixo iiitain. Lilt n tn ianoitd iti lo tpl ont tu'l 'I rootl '.on Hi toint and 
take care of the lawn." she told [he an 5 we lint, matliine "ami look at die tf arage door, too. 
Sia itll in;:'- l o: i t'll SI..: -.- u- I-.'. -.I,-,'- T ...oi'v arlyillOlt. " 

Ik- il. I. 'i.l il. I ,.■ ■. il. . . ■ I .1.1 ,i..| i.l . I. ill. ..I in. I'll. I .1 . I. I '.. . .1 ul.. 




S it dtle-ted Ko-o V\ ii. li.i i- sal . bl.i i ri;: iti :oi -^atk :. .ie.i'.l. an.- v. Maiuaie:'-. I'llie 

d have finished high school 

I :-!/.■:: a.'-po, la^irl ■ ;i.r iti l.r. l ,'n '.a i;\: ... aid ..ail.-. I I'.u dit :..|.'::l .- lo lit... "A .1 

tor the only person in tat world slit loved, and lilt onh pe:sor. ■.'.In- lined her. to tall She stood 
in lin: l.ili lltr. iirill;i.. lia ror more llla.l nl l.:i.r mil:! :ht ri.|,.:-h;uli railu Silo -ill .1 ,1:1 -l.aleiai I ■ 



[.iilii ilial al'^niiMii. J.iy :o 



l-liivJI'll • 



;lii<1 check btr jl i r conditioner Normally, he di 
lui'l llv.il.T udi/ui. I M-..I ll;i'. ii: .'. 1.- . n'l.v I I.' .1 -.■ .li :: n'l ■.■ .1 ■ ;: lo k .'.';: i n •.; lliu l.tu 

II.- :ip;i:lillL:i:l pll.'il,' r.! :lc' ;ln;i I':.' dl,vk..l :ll,l I ;lllo 1 1 > h-.'li Hi |V li. i ic i ip I ItrCci ' od 

here. You want I sliui kl :cll t.-i Mkc i, nkc" B 
"Nail, I'll talk to her. Put her through. " 

I Ic .vailed li h Hull i' .Ic: lie lelciil.'-ie '.Mem mi:: m i^ii lie li. ui :l I lne.di. •■.nil'. "J li'llo. 

Jay?" 

"I It, I licit you're lost a^ain." he teased. 

Slll'lllUI sllit'Cd li-. 1 ! ^llOIIC IC !lCI 'li.Hlkvi .Clli I .V.CICll T.L" lie' pi'iSC llH MlU t 'Lldi IlllL" kc\ ri. 

"Vol I enl K : I kl'm. •.li.'ll' I :i:i: I :v ill in -I. if ■..IlL'i.- ■. i'i ill,' I -..ii: 1 I v. ..- ■..ol'dciioc' i I" you'd 
l:kf In h;i.c duu ei :1ns L'v L-nin.L:. t r.-.k 1 soTcpkice .; I'll t.'-c nl iiuilc limn Maude's." 

"Where were you thinking?" 

"WelL Imi do yo i suggest 11 s ic unlocked tbetn h i of the c i and ilaced shopping bags into 



re thumps He was tins 
d up his belly. 



. c hcp-.'l I - 1 u '.'-III Lhc \i\ :'.c:ic-. '. .1.1 kn.'v.. she eluded .is i.iic ;il l ed mi' 



Seven minutes la:cr. siz/iin^ sleai-;s ■.-.eve (ikied 0:1 vhMcs iin.! alasse- Jillud with red wine. 

Willi il lloinisll. Snl.ri |il i:il...l I ■ i - .if-le '. I..I p.- i|iai lii-i|i,. he ...inller beside 

Ihc salad and tore chunks a iicsh iual' of Italian bread. 

.In. iva.'heil lor ;l Mlifi: ;rlil:-:.-k I In- I am i-e: . v. |- : ,■ v.:':i 'o v. e -:l her ae;l:i ;ind \mi.cA h^i I i ps. 

"Are you okay? What are you doing?" 

S i,: |||. iii km; K.I "Vi.iii-. innee. -ill'. I K.n : '. ;'.| piii.'' ' 

Iiiy his head ill ksl saiiiuh .mner\ cil 'N"o. not really." 

"Well, I'm a good Caihoikuirl. sol pis. nil 1:1c lime I lopeoalk. it v.ill make up for the 
pre in until I sex and birth cimlrah" she quipped, 
lay's inoiuh dronp-'-l ;.aen ami Iv v. .1- speechless. 

Sahiaia Innahca 1 1 ■_ 1 1 .- iik.'uvo.l h s ■KaiLie- . "Iin! v.va: dhmci . la' . I'll prav 101 you. 100. ' 



I men llul m:dil, linik in llie kira-si/ci: kvd. Sa'a rin -|--.-i-i\.l a -1 a.'-, i-,;.'- and sliokcd his 

hair. "Jay?" she whispered. "Are you awake?" 

He didn't reply and bj the rhythmic rise and fall of his shoulders, she could tell he slept 
deeply. Confident he eia kin' 1 , 'lein K-. kui rieeJin.a 1.1 Mi'- -.■'nie.hi i-j aiiia I ho" she felt. Sahiuin 
illin-maraa ill Mil- dark \el' 11.1.' ;lii-:l -k. .'|'.:l.,: ir I VI lodli'i'- laminate I 'larnnuiss.' it, 

if Jay had heer n.'ake Ik- ■.- •■ukl i . in -, c in\k- -U'od In 11 -..oil-in-., -all • :'ee she lold Ins 
-keair.Li baeiv '.'Inn she couldn'i say to his face. 



01 "nkini? until Jay's alarm clock hu?r<'d 



dark hair into a kiinl ,11 ihe kac'^ her iieail "I should be there." 
Jnv sipped 'lis coil'cc. "I L 1 1 ^--i. i.l^. 1 1 ■. '. on sine she "as 111 die hospital." 



picking up her own coffee cup. "But I still need to be there. I'm the 



" I' H'.'il' in I ihi:l I ln-> i.un'i iv:iii:i I": n" .1 11:1111-1 hi ^ Ka-ide.v :ll::i ;ion : conn " 

"They're 1101 close-in ti iIulmIi.-- Hum- rhey never have been My father went to boarding 

schools ;iin] the:i '.• cm In cnllcce nut of slate." 
"I ike you did." lie ol'seived, sipping coiTee 

"Ye-, bill it was different with me. [ spent my sim-.mcis iiifi (ii;indmod-.er Rose Honestly, if 

-I . 1 1 . i 1 1 - ... 1 - 1 l,i probabrj spem nore rime with be than with mom and dad." 
"Yuu'ic mil close to your parenls?" 

I -■- c- 1 l-i 1 c- d ,1 di'c. \ pel ■.h. 1 '. louL; keep 1:1 11 kennel" 

Jay put his cup on the mnhiiiyiiy cet.n:ci ar.d \y:::p:-cd hii aims = 11-1.11, 1 Sabrina "Hey, il's all 
linlii. 1 1 <.-ti v . " he siid. ki-Ma-i h.-r ii'ii.k-i I'.-. "Don't cry.' 

"I'm nor" she said, snil'f.ii: \i ' [1 ji.il makes 111c :i:sd. ilif.l's all. I: I ever have a child, I'm never 
I.M. iili^ i[ hclliild. Slu- 11I ■ 1. 10 Ii: - cc. ha lieicely dosed. 

I Ic nicked he: ecmly. voii 11:1c hci le.ii ■ :u v.il'-i. : c Vi'Ki d.- .ml' o.l .cid slailcd In puli 
Jaylorjh lerbBcds nhia "Would you like me to go with you?" 

Sah:nj ictoilcd "You? Go 10 Pi-mis'. I yjiua ivlli nic'.' You uaiil 10 meet Cri iindniollicr''" 

"Well no: if you don'i 'Mini 11112 In he said, leailini; hei body language 



Sabnn h n h fcs Jay lasted 

1'ic sah iind cioiini'l "Why aic •011 slill eiyinc,'"' 





rett ia going to come by on Sun;:;!;. to :r.;i^ • i'i.i lawn, so ;ion : worry about tliat " 
"WTeie ■ o.i j'.vnii.-' 1 demanded. 

"Uica: •■nnhiL- nee.is .0 eoas.u nh.i.i: a |'::iiect la;. s;ud no; .|i:i:u '.yiay Sahr.na •Mi' :i 



"Well, when you going to be back?" 

"Monday, probBbrj Lat* ' he added .■. T.-iny ::;i-.i!;i lin.i^L- .lin:ii?i- ivitli him. 

"Hamunpli " I'aye haled k' Liu I'rusT.r.cd .in;: ksd :. Micnking Mivii.ion :l ,; 1 Jay wji avuddijig 
lier "Call me when you gel back now. you hear^" 

"Yl-s. Grandma." he s.nd. liisimlil lure eahnnig l'ayc'5 inuinilniu aiiMely. "(Jl-I some resl. I'll 
-ce •■in 1:1 a lew- days." 

I le liuim and !. L lr|' i.:i ..' ■ .In dd./ied I k- km', in i'iiviv I'-.ii :1k 1 woman was 

elingmg and often u:uea..i]iahle Mill he wasf.1! nliu i'?.mih she bid ;uid J;:> lull responsible not 

onl) !"•»■ her well-being, tut for her happiness I [e men L the only thing thai deherhapp) 

• ■.■.is l.is |iiese:iiT ,u iui table. .1: wniking on some |'iuiee: . : i ili mii.i'I. Jeerepit house. 

She liked 10 imagine Ilia, he u:is iii'.l a leen am: liiirj.LI home Mie MillieK ignored the tact 
lie' J iui. ,r.i Iioir hei and hone a teen. I i mu .m In- 11 li uie than fifteen ' rais. 

.lay slung hit duffle Ivlu. jLf lb- ihoulder ami headed I'nrlhe simp coor 'Thanks, Brett. 1 
spoiccUiinliis." be said. 




nn: ' ei 1 e'pci ie-iee.i .rid l'i r deeded I l-:.le I o-nirLl eul's l" iil l'ie 
-aid handing him lac ke\ - Me uperiee ihe |i.s-L:r.ge:- door and -he 



She er.id.d hi in li- .he alley .i:ul he ;.>!ir_e.. in iIil- li.l_--i.li-j- They 'Milked :n - I:, i'ioiii o:"the home 
ro Jay .oukl see Rlmli \\ iii.lh.Lin s hn.ise I'roai .h.. s.i'..'. Sahi i.ia el-.M.Mi. as he admired the 

|-: o I u s.>ni i i \- |i;inu\: iimil'iejil ;i i.r ,nu : ll:e :i:L.- 'm.'.li i'i lii.m r Ihe expansive trout 

p.'ieli Hie yai.l.r.er .i.u..-.ie.l .he lardseaa. I'm ihe summer ;.>l.;ei:ii: !i.-|- ['err.s along Jhe 
.ulLi'Li-ink. A h.LriiiiHiLk >!i lie on li Tun; -L:uid j ilI ,i ■ ■.'■n._ I'm mi on .he po.'h h'k'i.l pillo"s 
graced Ihe furniture. 

Jay uomikIIy llrodied r le 'nukii'l pie' _-n: 1 1 - 1 - 1 1 1"" I'usi lot pa" in;! Ihe "eallll. heLLUl. and 
ease that Rose Windham enjoys '■.Ink hi. own erai:d:i-.odier. Ff.v. Wesi. moped in a .mall, one- 

LilOi v IVLILI house ■■• i'.I- h.l.il ■ i ||\ I - ilin:' 1. 1 . : L -. ■ 1 1 I'.i ■ ape :i..o .1 -lii -;ir ,oi'.li Lionel ill. I 

■-.■■i -.-.il ■ ■■ I le -i k- ill' ' ■ " i.i > 1 !'. ' '■■ ii- ■ 11. a: J len. : lo Llie c:n-i I _i 

neglecled. 

Snl'i .mi imloiked L ie lioul '..» 'I puujed j u.i'le i iil. llie .;!l -'MeT. Ti e pLinel Hashed 

LLieen ;n:.l she ek.se.l Ihe .Ion,- h c I . i .-l 1 1 d.em j I -. _■ I - ■.■ J-.. ,h, d a i . el-...aiiy Sahrina walke.l 

l'ii..ni-.li Ihe lus>k...v , li - ill. J I l.-.l -l.i.le- i:pe I. ... man- an. : la: I le is lire |.olii ill;, ihe 



loDr. 




"It's yellow." all he ™.kl say. d'erwhehm-J by die i.miiiinily I le dropped dw lap and 
turned hi. back to the red. "Come here.' be murmured, pulhni S.aiina ml. his arms and pulling 
her on lop- of him as he auk apse;: mi I'm: hinl I le nil'a.'.l his hands nil her rounded hottom. 

Sahr.nr. pkuiiei her iiani- .t. h.i.^ she:, .dels ar ■.! -i nun. .si;, s;:uir.i:ed aua.n-i his aliaat hud;, 
"Yliu'ic Nil I'nsl line I'^c l-.c: s-iuek iii'.u no acdioiai.' -he whispered. 



"Ever "' Iil' mini 1 1 -led aeaiiia her slr.i :. p.;ll i ne lumens loose hh iiis iccth ] [ 
oldlel I'otlorv. :'.-:nl-. I m-.-i-. :'. I .■; .i-iir .1 l-h eiou! His unique soil 

lira iiiiij laved a haiceucd ni'flc. SmI'itc. hssce tippteeiativclv. 

You H hed nlei 



She flipped her j n Jay's shoulder 

SIlL? -ilpporle.l hi_-: -iLfl I" .si III ..-H: :I;I0;1 :ir.l .ise.l ill.: .'thei n i I ,l.:c:l ':> ct ■. , ee ii 1 11:111 ,111.1 .LilhiLltnn 

blinked litm. -Ik-tine her ha.in up in.l .l.v.. n unil he tell like steel 

Mean', hue. .'tie's I i i ..Lii.- s ivi'k- mi L'icii o'.mi i|t est. susl ne hci km i. do., n l ei liips and 
puslii lie. aside Ihc .lisp ol'l'nhiic hclv.ccn fler Ihlehs Sl-c v. a mid .varm iiijalnsl his palm 

Snl'r let's hps Iic'i:, Ii'. lli'i' I'' -in : ci'd." V.'it i l'icii le.ri- I'tis'icr. to then ni'flcs. thee .relied 

towards each other until velvet enclosed steel liaisine Ins Inns, lie entered etibnlcssly jmd their 
bodies sealed. 

S Li I* i -. 1 1 > knees -. I.i:.|-e-el ns lips, le: lands s|ila'.cc i:r. I. is chest hi 1 . supposed hei '.•nil one 
band on the small of he back while the other stroked he belly and In. mm- Efts fingers [raced 
' :.ie'-. :.: ti e dc.ik u ni it c ee i I i ■_■ 1 1 s..ea:u:i k'di. 1 - au. : le caicssca l ei S.iI.i i.:. iaiTealh 



"\n a.'lie. live,;, tiling's ii-i nehl " he -;li-:l ill../ ire he 111::.., :':e:sis " I lli- 1- inc.: n.ld '."I 

"Tiint's Lio.'tl I .cam your hands .'ii nie " she ..lu-iicicd closme her cy cs as lie sitclsci] tenderly 
oil.' In. M-l ih.-l ill.' .:lh.-. nihil :. I:e: !'i i i I- |i|.l.-- hi . Ii::- ' Vnil . :. ' 

"You like it when [ touch yon. don't you' 1, he gently teased 

"I love it." Her passionate I espouse sl.nllcd hi in ai lirsi. then lie I'ell a rusii of possession 
Sahrlni cupped liis I's.ce :ir..l l.iie.l it to nice: he. lies 'he k.—e.l h in ilcefl. :- 1. - 1 . i"i I - ^ he. he.ui 
into the ticslurc 'Bat vo.i'c hcttci lei inc net diessed, or else..." 



"I think 'or else' is a lielle: idea I eoidd uses lisp esoiii now. eoiddn't you'.'" he bent over and 
aalied h.-r s ana. a:a\ lay.iaa: llie a e:T. aad l.aa i.as aappad la- jaar . a; I I aid ska. lh"a ■In 1 .' a 
her hips. "I think a nap is kal ' n. need." he affirmed. 

W hlsl llil ha;: k.ll aal.aa -li .ai I La' 1 1 1 ■— ■ "I a.a : I •! 1 11 ^ : -' IV al od ; all on liar iled 

"I'm line." he s.n: li. • n'nu I le e'.n-ad hi -i uy o-i meui iisp.nred aer b:ru skin Sahrina lei erode 
and 'Aieked. I '. i ay. ill' 1 ' ■ 'I ■' I I' I'll'. I''" "i a II a; ■! a ly al ■ le loi.i.l . a' h - I : ■!■ I' . , al hai i.: - 

"t.Jui: I'.iyy. illy, and y.i: - aap " I:.- -aid a :aas : 1 .a. -ill I a a lya.i a a. I 1: 1- all |,::I| 
"I enn't.' sliu eonl'essej ' You're ..oiny L 1 1 : s- on purpose." 
"Doing whal"' he murmured. Ilk eyes closed 

"Yna kim.v verv well wnal.' she sad ana. l.iLAiai hi -: liaad aeaa. .-. a ke: .l ayli-. Snc aii-lied 
Egair.sl his pill iv, ami siyked raplui'..us:;. 0 hea a!' linyer- hauaa flair lealheriiig tempo. 

Sie e.iyala.! 1 p li s aeeh uaal l is ase e.as k-.a k-.I :e'.v. ...a l v I.k.isIs sad nia'aed s 111 oils' v 
"Kissnie," she d email lied her hand tupping liieriack of his neck 

Ia\ 1 pled, k ssi ay ana -uekki a. one ' a eo-1 1I101 ilia eihe- . y.eull' aiy.y. i y. ai d alra: aei 

eiiy'inge;: nieplei wkfe .lis lineers saoka;: Salirinn line iv'oniisdon. Ike slow End sonsaoui 
e.liess ;: 1 1 1 ■■ s- lei a 1 1 1-.' la i r I. I o. a I •! a I ay; a.: la a liy.lllh 

"Okay." she eoneeded. ilullciine loeailii. "Id Inks- llut nap now." 



A couple of hoi. is lata Sahrina puked around n the kitchen while Jay took a shower. I le 
eame down si airs, his ut.....ived hail i.e! eii.I sh niay I le lueked ■. ela.a: shin inn; iiisie.ins. loan 
raked his unruly hail. 

"That's it? You're good logo'' SEarina niiirselcd 'Way is it diEl men tan lake a five minute 
-k..o.il ■■■ ■., ,'. i ikk.l aieihos aa..l look li .. a l a ik V. ; . V an -palld .0 I. as: ! a hoi n yell i.ly 
ready and 111 Mill don't like die way we look." 

Jay shrugged. 

She slannneii die eiilunel dooi . Wed. L'aeie's aellt.ny Lo ea.l esses! ss eans oi'iliiekan noodle 
son:: iliEl does ii I'm yoiny 10 lake a lialli while you eall for pizza." 

She heaaed aa Ilia slaiis. ana. lulled o'. ei K- s aa.hl.a ' W . 1 , n.. ,1 aak llie wine lelkn ana' 
pick out a bottle of red? Order eitra cheese and pepperoni. too." As an afterthought, she added. 



hour." she replied from the 




After lie hung up I he iclephone Jay searched lor llie aasenianl door linding it at the end of the 
hail I ho staircase was steep md the walla musty and draped with cobwebs Ik- found a Eumace, 
some rusty garden lools and ;: hu\ of mildewed nenspapeas No wine eellar. He hiked up the 
siairs 10 Sabrina's second-floor private bath ope ted the door and p* ched on the side of the old 
eiaw foot tub. 



"Okay. ] give. Where's the wine cellar," he asked. 



lay lllini'llipliil'.'l p.illrii: .ai'lii. j n I . iiil.ii;. ;,|... i-ii- .-.-,1 :ul: l\.l his SClliad 

h^rh of IliL' dn\- am ike c....r'.:cil r.i.i- Sabrr hrica -.ivd .a:. I .l..rc 'Miler casca.lir.u :I..\u: her 
body -?\22>r 

SLiu tc.LUj.cd li Mil unci lima :: i:c;;rl". h;:r aad .ua-aped i: ;;iLiii:id her Mrso, lucking the corner 
over her left brea.l She hhi^ c-.l a: .hi;, immobile- nil I lie side ,y (lie tuh "Qnir staring and go ijet 
Lac sliu bussed. 'I'll be riirln down." 

lay sighed :hen .[.imped j.-'-w: Lhc -i:i:-- I Ic va.ikec open l!ic iln.c ;^ liic i.i:pa:ieai de.ive:-;. 
boy's fuiccr [navcrcd al Llicbc.l. Piillmc iiul In. nailer. Ik- said. "How much?" 

" Si \teen- fifty, :1k leen said as ac leaned Lolac zi ^ Li L Imik.r.c airraid Jay and al the beautiful 
LUiiiii .'Oman sk.ppim: d:m-i ".lie s:cp. n pan:ic. .rid a I -slii: la'- ::l.mrcd i.''ea Ins sli''iiklcr. 
then shoved a twenty into the kid's hand, grabbed the pizza bos and slammed the door in his 

IhiiiiiiiiLi. S.iln i ia .i.c.acd ■.he h..\ lioni In. crp ar.i header d.ir.i :hc halinav 10 Llic k:ldicn. 
She placed 1. ..11 rke 1::: r I ll.-il rp-.'n.-.l .1 .' :■ i:.'l ai'.l '.. I l:.li p al .'- . I:,nl -he pa .1 e:l a r.:i.p! c 

..I'v-ine irlnssc. iui:i .; I-.;ii;!iii;.! ili.I. Si c i -.".lr.. , :l l c- i..:i.- l.'.'ai.h. :.r - I "There's Lhc 

'.vinceelhi-- she ssi.l "Wlvl do 1 liil thrill:' A shim/' WailamielV-Vaylaini: bur merlot, please 11 

lav rlipped open 111.- p //a l"r. ■ i .l ■-■ a;.T-..l . sl.-ain ir-sc t -.-.ill.- 1 I I. T .011. s.v ce.1 1] ea rl I'm 



lahlc and p.ckc.l i:p li:s piy.y.a aeain 



She climbed i 11:11 hi-: h. p. I'.iycine lnr.i 10 ;:L:iiuloii ais heer and pi^a 
cliest. her arm- crape;: ar.'iai.l a: ; aeel. .he .aid. "Bui we can choose 
l ie ;a... l e 1 .' ■.. .vl... I ■ e :e::i:ie.- S' -nic -:.eK liiillis ahoul people ahiisin 




Jaj looked around at die opt ence and scoffed Hub isn't suffering. 1 He pulled her arms from 
his nee;., puslifil !iui ■ lion: hii hip nr.-.l -looil 'Uuny. i:ar;i\ ;ir,.l l:iui i'i;io.i f:: ii sniffling 

Living as b crack whore if njfferinj Watching your ow berkiil lerself with drugs i"l 

alcohol is suffering." 

"You're riglu: you win ^ .n,i fririil;. ii/iem] \M\c :i'.i:ic enjineil :hi:ir insurious lives A guilt- 
ri jik-n ivido'^ sliuiuiuig L'.tiuiv ,i:ii: :'rieiuls. ii '.m e v .on unviI ii'l sin i.l.-.l Ml':' I;' milium.- 
^cl-ool. .1111] n hur.luii-i'nL -.hm Ji:ur I h;i: ni'l'i :n:fil H.i: :i:l i>l' fun's ;ii:;iy hff,ii:.if ;il kn-l 
couki flv IILO -ll-.iT |il Inws. light?" 

She shoved Iron: the Ntriie :i:nl \i nipped he;- mills :;riuuiil Liui snuiuui: 'Why arc ive arguing" 
Ikv.iuse 1 si-:'.;:es'.f;: v. i-il I'm dii iici : l)n '.on see •":./■. i: is. '.I.:;! nuc iiunll llinu: le::ds Lo 
another and it just gels blown out of proportion. " 

Sheap] chedhi? lack m ppinghe round lis waist, resting her cheek on his 

ihouldcr. "We dun'l liaveki Lei then cu/mess al'tccl us ['vfju.il found yuu. Let's enjoy this. 
lu:io. hninv uineiluu- linnl push me away." 

tlcdidn'L vaullo. hul he could led Ivivf's vfuoni in l is veins, lliepoisun flosuui down his 
heart. Howcou 1 it ni<homewhen 




i:i. lu: full S;ihr:n: fiuesiiiig :iis ciie-s: lugui:ig ai hii 
n. liu.'udi inusflf .nil. h. 1 ;:! luni 1 If uiriif li in her 



i-cr lienrd is bmcrness 
s the only thing 




I le nodded, his i"or::h.Mil :fi[iiie on her silken shoulder 



l.iy sinod in :he il nor ■■:' I he h -.-■:-:- i I . I '. re: un • ■..::■ hi u .is S.ihr..i:i i.r.i: .i: :hr heii.iide line 
1 1 .1 : i ■_! ehisp.'l Rose's li:u' '•hue linuei - v.hi'.c :he uihei cerliv STOollcd lie hhirscl. sliukinc ll:e 



"Yuj'i.--liIi-.-iiii. -I-.-.-. i > Im-,J<,:i„- 1 

Jay's eyas da-ired I'™ Rose In Saaiiiia II; aoake.l a:i e.abro.'. ar [lie aifi "aands.ime * 
k..-a ...I:- 1 1- 1. ... "V. I I..' ' i, ■! Si.li a I.:-, ah. '.ii . ..ill i-ailli.- 1 1. a li.ail HI ail .11 ll 1 . 1 -ia. 
^iklIv "I'm snirv Please a ■ a m. I ii... . . . r, Mkiill inirn vim " 



"Rose we're a,.ii s >a< ■ loR lodi Li 11 i onMonday. Jay runs a boal yard there. Tl] be back 

K.ise Minke.l r..i.l.lin^ iier l:.v.l ..nea "Ya- ? es -a.' IIoiVi iiel I ■ a ^nl ,ill these d.'eniis jiinl 
nurses ji.i.eiiu.a .iiiiuri.!. The- a s i.'.hne- Li .voirv about" 

Jay .valciied tl-.e a.en:le ts.+nts halv.een ■aia.nl|v:ai:: ;-i:.l a::-i:,k|-,i'..l and lli.iLi.ihc. lliisixluiu 
.v.. ■■,//>/">"■< I /',■ .-a Vi ,/> "a-. uk-afn>f. 

Habr.na tkouilil she iv:is unloved ;■• a eliil.l but he eeold see il |>iiuniia tram the old woman. A 
.•■■i J- ml ill In..- I'.a I 1,' ..ill. |.."-i:r in I 11' :aii|.|.-il ...'I. n;.l .la- a.: I Ii. R. i'-.- i. ;i,'sli U.T ■ 1 

prut ll w.u lima. In leerill his liana.:, a - r ail.- .'. :nk- I... I-I i-_ .1. :'i.- ia..i 1: ■..iinai:. siienLlv 
...•.•pilli; as -ha .'a:,'--.-.! rival .. i I ll ll.- -"i. alia . S : I -. ■ ■ 1 " I -. |-.-| . .a. : 'i ,vj h 11 Ilia ruin she 
•jnused. I k- f.-'l li lulu . ail I.I- 1 . ii.l|i l i i -all' . - ia ai.l .-. 1. J.-1 11 a.:: hand on her ami. She 
icnehe.l ,1. ei. nailing .1:1 I \ l.iha a.l aaii.-.l a ■ aa 1;. .aiil.ii_a riemuloirsly 



il.l lellers ;liuI or:nials and kiev 
jarents' lives. 

,a Ili\- li mall hlaek ami '.•lira 



and wealthy Rose He Ii 



:." ha ^li'.. led looking around at t.nn 



She frowned at his ultimatum. "Hmmm, You're not going to make this easy forme, are yon?" 
"Ri:v. .ill I. |iilss.i: sIil- i|ia::|v. : rv: Wilis'.'- "Hi 1 s-ikius Tn- :s l:il i.'sl a' .ilii li'. cs 

"If I feline?" 

" la.ai ...i.i .■ .11 I't-.I • i I'll' l;i I ■ •. ...in l....i: ' 

Her eve. widened "Ymuki li_Liiil dirty OkiL>. wliy not' 1 Lets d.) i: But I'm goiiis! In tall lilt 
kids llll.v .Oil l..i.Hli'.l ill. '.' a : i ,■. v. an all: klien. ri^ht?" 



(.'hauler Eight 

"Rose lui.il. thai wal . ' Siil.iir.i saia. l.io'-ii' '. :.i.il llv ■.. in........ •!! ■Iviii:: Ml"'; !i .lull, lliat s.viini: 

"rack and forth trail ■■kd iiHiantniiisidLis k. nikinii I'm ins with .01 r. field,. They were on the 
bighwaj leadifij back to Rhode Island and the ZephyniB 

J 11.' dulii t 1 LS|Kind as Iv l\ l 1 s l - 11 11 .'k.ri'ji n;j aiv- \ iI .hilI- i mi'i'k v. :.. iiifil un 1-80. In. 1 
refused to relax Tno man. > ill on v.ariiiiiasiain ..annul ul'irray deer Sr. far. he hadn't Been any 
;:ul 111-.- l-.o-fKHiiiLi I ..■ 1.1. ■ i' i- 1:1. .: a • ;r.-. .I.ai.'i I ka m.ri .villi ink'.- a.n aa ii-v.in -hiss 1 hits 1111 
.rial I. luak. saikioal. ■.■ a- 1. : ■. .a.- aim..: -.1.. : I r kis 111. mi's .■■ a he saw die hn^e 1 a.lillar. piim 



ends then thumped the d 



.. difficul 

SliItii:-. iiLlviI i'il '.•al-.i Shl'l •■ii Llv li.'''ii. i'ilt. il r, h.a ai'.Hind h:s ^■.\lLS■. !;c:ilK 
i-iirtssny his ha.-k ] [rr dicck ratoj iijpLnsl his diLSL \uirn T-shirt iLLUmst her skin. SI 
dojLii 'll'l L.LS ai"l rihak'J La,' ,k'h,"ia- il ■■ ' M.:ii|. iii'.l S.".M1 "Ylil: ill!li\iial<J lll'J." slit JLli 
a|>|\ .vi.mvciv 'll'y.v.i I i I : I . k I'l. k\ jcl Iviivcc:i iin;: Iks." :K- siikl. rahhiiii 

ll.v .IlLLk ill'.nrl'l hi' rlLiii". "mm l-.i' ,' .iii.hIi.t link o a- lira I v. ;.,il !'.' i:llii1ii'ki:i'll Shi; ik.,'sa 



Shi 1 li|'in L Ll hu Ik-ulI liLk k 1.' kvk M M :ns ii ^nhk'd O LS ' V'MI I'Lk'iiLi to mil mm 
I V ■ I" I'.'-^-h l' ' I L L- 1" k'a:l I'.'.:; ''ir.::i , ■ I .■ .1: :lia dailll pi a. alL Ii,: ■Mia'lir'l pa I av 
I k auli/l. I k 'aiikd ia Jul; na il v. I'ht, ki»Li: ka wl'lli . 












him. It's why shechnsccnlh.L-iiKhosnniioUlinusc.ianorinalhi:. 


dOdZidndrrdrJIh?' 

oirld crash and break around 
aatalaaiaaar,:: aiaiapair Sha 


Nowaniati he 1 II 1 


rMkaiaaJliarfinsers through 







Maude moved a krlleoleser. |ieer,nu In die dark al Jny's Uir AVliat you been doinsj-'" She 
raised a hand and tm died us head ray jerked bach nvoliirj ■ "You 1 ™ cm end in glass." 

Maude stared steadiiv then nodded gttmdmothi roj his Ii on another 

e.ne Ilia: aim-ed'. :i.a lire .!\sa\ i'l. ri I:, .lie \\ I:. Iil' e.es l'.:ek v- h -. ill e..:lli Ined I-., pin 

up nidi die insane did v.(>iii.l:i. eohndi knew Hill he had ai d lie ke:u hei Infuse from falling 

■I'".' i he: lie::.! des:ih. he Ik replaeed die di-lv- and ill. handiae die hrel.e sal. all il' ler 

.1.1 1 II. 1 -. Ii.ilI eioeei ic-. ..eh .aed so d e would a'l has e :.: en lie.: :uv,-i 

And Midi, sheheened hi in Ihe sair.e way she uea:ed her husband i-el'me die iiic mii hi- hie 
Same wee die healed he- dai-idilei Noli.:.:' ■.'..is sui:a:sed 'Alien die IYs'liui uid eie.. into :i 
reheh.ias leen -aid ends ail.. :: w.eld .ihhues ]: was he: eidy esex-e 

lbs entire lown keen hue »esi was hailv. and lhe\ ken lhsii disijaoe l ire only one who 
eouldn'l seem a., :ieee:H u w ::■ hei e:aidso;i. Sui' .les|MLe hur abuse. 

M ude barked at Ihe barkeep Get hiiu the usual I igto ds Jay she said, "If you're 

eeuee Lo dunk, .rid I looks like ••■u -e leie lei a 1 .' ale easl ■ .1.1 e:.r . o is eal seuierhine." 
rheo she ambled awaj pushing through tbi -.. . isi is kitchen door. 




'The. Ixil ..-i'I .■ i-. l.:' *l '-..11 belle' be .MJl hole in e ninulc.s 01 1'in *la:bri!; ..illluii: 

>oi: " I ler slomach growled. 

lisiiliiis; :ke newspaaer It fell right 
Behind the paper, lav :poke. "I'l l .Liouia lo sec l-"avc this morning." 
Habr.niL :ek Liur suimacri knot "Dli coli mini nt 10 u.i with you^' 

"No!" 

Sbc felt relief Lit .lis abrupl rcl'iisal Okay then. I'M jus; slay here Maybe [hi a little cleaning. 

< i'.ICSs I'l ke LI ;!l ■»■.'!• IS! I UcCll .1: .LlM :?.i-L' LIU' " LI'. LIU." L'l K" -U.I'A C.c'lC II. 

A noise ben 1; a 111 Lie Ikior startled lie:. "What's that?" 
"It's Liven foday's a workday, sweetheart." 
Sabrina smiled. "Of course." 

.lay dropped ;lw paper ami =iorid "Thanks Hal e,a= e.veclleni " He picked up hi, truck keys 
and wallet, slidnni lliem into lis t;uckc! I lc leaned ovei Ihccouilei ai d kissed her lightly. "I'll 




loudi Idled lliccuisc. [I was easy to lei die align go Willi his eyes sleady on die I'lbciglass hull 
lie said. 1 Hrell. lake liI':' Ylu'vc been carrying the shop alone and you deserve some time." 

Jiiv idLineed ever his shoulder. "Avuh. but 1 do." 

liTed nodded ' Osi L lnk : ..ai ■..ail i;h- y.u T-hlng again, right "' 

"Unless • ou wlliil Lo 1:0 home." 

Brettwalkedintotheshopand turned offthe fans and lights "T think I will, brother You've 



1:1c a:;;a linen: Lind :i:LLk:r..Li hsls Sl:c c.iul.ii'l i:iv bnigci 'o:i:ciiii:g hid :n lie wrong. She 
slaiicd pull ia he s iocs ,' b, r s|i,- Iic.id a 1.1 s L do\' as:ai i s II'l. h.va .mid lor I . .in s- s|,c 



assumed that Brett had go 



..■ L - :.J L. -I-.- K : .-|lI I i. ■ I -_l 1 1 ■ .-A IH ..UN- M'M'd il I!.'!.'. 



flali" ii [uili' down ilieiosd. l.iy jl'U'J hn I if n J lk' I homy, j! lIy- Ivikndci 'Did you Ileal t ' ' 
[Tie man shrugged 'Nflh what was it?" 

Ill v..r. i'>'- i :i' lli'.- -lO' l "Soui 'led iU' i:.ri liie U n: hyyI l>e <kH:Li i!: n ,.:ui- in lov.i ' 1 ' I k 1 
^li.l oitTlie -en: anil lie;l;:ed I i't I '11: :;l\ ,'lil .In; I le .'::cli,::l il ■ n.l 0; ikLiI .:;ll il i.'li^k numde Then 

lie hi\.\l lii> hend iiihI smeikY il I'Vc Nol ■ i.-l hit. I 'III l\r ;: lesn He esllcd Over 

shoulder. "Call tlie.lar.es The bontyriril'r. on lire-'" Then lie race J mil into the sunlight. 



pounded 1. 1 1 ■ ll:o -k'p- ii..:- ■ I l- "- : 1 1 - 1 i l- k i.. i ..-I i i. .1 k nob. When it 

wouldn't open. Jay besar. lliunaeriiy on :1k wood. " S;l :n ri :i ii . ;iel out el'llierel The shop's on fire! 1 
The nld woman hnil..\l -I.l .i ..■ ;i: il:ni-,'; ilk i.'.i:! Snl'i'i ■ I . ..1. I .|' None -[lean: i:IL; 

"Why Iit c yo.i done :his"" she cried. 



m 



Firefighters atepped back from tfae u 

1— 



Chnpli-r Ten 

Sabrirra wished abe could wail unH tl e iWeJI I ■■ retadi ■ mS file stittires muld be removed, but 

I, .I I,:-. and 9 inched her. 
"I'm rliiL 1iviii,lni...|l:c/ 1: .■ olli. sol .-aid. I.ivina lie: Iiljl .111 i.il lied 'Mil '.'as iiis.mL ' 
"To think, all those years aad. she ivas there That -lie started the lire 1 Hose's words acre 

:\i:lI'- aLi'lii'le '.■■■.Li l'il aii-.i'iciil !ini> v - Ml':liL- ho-|'!.;il .\iid:h:,l sIil mil , .\".i. 11 1 ^ .! I.' k.ll ■,■.■11 

M], .larlinii iTeeiens drl -^h^_- il I^-lI .l |-..mi^I lier li'...n S.ihi-i.in - aii.l -.n-ne;: it oil Iter heail 
I lieu die i.i^clI 1 ■_■ 1 .ilIili l aud and |..lil:iliI m 1 :j Ki: 1 1 1 I la 1 . slei:iiL.: 1.1 I lie Ledsi.le and he.d 11 

"Thank von Thank • ou 1 1:1 s,l. in;. :ili " die '■■ h.s.'Lied ■ -|.. IL.il :i_..i.i I'r.ioi her blue eyes. 

"SIlU lUllilLd 1 1 1 ^ lllll'd d.''! ML'' I'll 1 I'LlI LIU J LulI :lllTK'l.'|' SjiirriLl'j. "Il'i lilllL C LIVlUlL' SllipilLd 

paving l or inv i]i:s:iike- Win il l ;; 1.1 star! v.v.i: lives i'ill iivm ah mi-Liv I ve caused." 

auaLk •■'ii. Sue k : 1 1.- llhi '.vcre llic- in IuluI. li|' ■.'. i:k. I >Liek. li j". sin.- ■.'■.i il.d ill lull and it 
destroyed her " 

SLl|.| lia,d,niLLdLI|.. Lll.lLIV. "I'lLlc's LI |ll..lLLalMll,|: SLIM. '[k-ldlL MIL. eillbarh Oil ,1 i OLI t II Li V Of 

revenge, dig two graves.' Faye due one for us all." 
Shi- kiiM-J Iil'i head "I.-, en iIil /calm us is gone." 

"Sol exactlv," Ia\ sai i: IIl nilled a siaull hren/e |iI;ill liom k.i. haek poekei and rear! aloud. 
"Zephyms 32, No. I, Zephi ros . .xIhs Warren. Hhode Island." 

boats. They're 11 e\ er i rl I -. i fl -I ... id ■ i eve ] thing gets replaced, 
liscciu l'i:l LkiiiL. " III mided. p., iliill i;il Iuii'iIli'- :hle mi III: haiLd "I. Li's iLpliiLL whin's 




11! \ H R\' \|l|"ls ! I.. L ■.' .i. ■■ .I."'. 'il-'.ull ML Llll- cRi.'llk. ' 1 1 lLL il IIIJ' " I UOpC .L'LI CU|U\ lIlL 

and. it" y mi do. Li'i'p i.-adiii-j. A I tae ead or' I his a,y.,'l r.e uildod esLLipIs lioni mo othei 
bonks in llic seucs I f villi Mcukl hkL ru hm iIil u|il-:s. "1'isiriiclni. ' ioiik S: 10) "Eii\lof 
Ecium" (only S2 1"} or all liuee in Die n i... f L-;r „j luluii Irihigi '' (only }4 19). use this link and 
sum re.idinu immediate; v Huj Ih, 1 b,>i>l;> 
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I'ntiLcij MeD'i'.vcll slid ::c'nrd he" iii.ls-i' c .ic-k Ar iinpciKv.is .-.■ickui .iI'Iil 1 pi;':\i shine 
trenches for more llnin thill;, icnii PatrieijL's c>:i-.panv cnnmed on: ,|iiiili.y non-lklion thai often 
made Liiiivnsny pnWisuis' n-diia: lull ;ilua\s m-.uk :\ K Vi.it limes bcslsdlini: lisl. 
Her diamond liarj ■.ciicci nr.J keen hLis:i:cis seine asi.lc. ,n mis fie ]'atroo saint of artiata, 

Patricia had Lapjjuc Ijn aflei the y«iiiil -.Ionian iirleincd a: MeDo'.ve'.l Publishing while 

•! She discovered thai rin could succeed often tfarougl ■. earn wile, when experienced 

I [er eaaj -going pel sonaJftj i anj ihy and introverted acho] -. \ ,■ se as she helped them 

complete their books on time. 
Patricia couldn'l care less 'the| Irecogn a split infinitive or a dai j ing participle. She 

"Sice-looking :i:ai] isn : he " Pn:i icia :io;:dcd ro\'a.-;:s d:c NL.'ioi.l l air, had n.ssed on Ihe slack 
"(icoic. 1 U.H'iiiV 1 ] Ic's -II I •-.n i l'- ' 



"I didnt really notice,' Erin said She picked up the i gazine, thumbing thn b the pages 

until die found the photo spread. 

"He's okay. I yiess who wouldn't he nith that kin. I of money ' llov, much do you think thai 
speedboat cost?" 

"lin i . i 1 1 ■ ■ ■ i 1 1 1 .■ a '. I I. iuiv. I h,.,.;;hi il l.ll hl.ll " 

She smiled .i: i:,i,"sdshelier " S 
he's btlack k itoher 

"Isheloc F en eandthistimelooked 

cIl^sci li L the plkHoutaphs 

"No. [ hope you don'l mir.J. you'll have to travel tot this one Ik live- iti North Carolina, just 
IV'. ' i . 1 i ' • .i " .1 ' . " I'.cnc .ki.'l. nom a I 'r.n s en'Mi. 

Exin chewed her lip She pretend] to v. oik v.idi D.C ■.vri tc:s. primarily retired professors. Sb 

kejll an apartment in ]>up.a. I t r; L- ■ .,■ .- I ! n-.v eil-l.- i -.v I i" I : act as .:\;iensi . e Still. 

living io the capital •.as c\p.a:a'. c .l ie s ic could not liiI'oilI :o turn down a job. 

"Can you leave right away" 

I i ll ! L :n:: cd :ln 1 'l.i'.'i lei i:..'k.'. i'eckc! and "ail c.l 'H I Iv " I I v - I'I'.'ii.' I lr.:|ii i : : .lin l..". i '.■ 



"W'ho knots'' u .i -el. loci -ea hi in ..i ill in: m-iih- ..iil: ice I le doesn't appear to he loriel. 
Erin heaved a sigh "Men like him seldom are.' 1 



Mic "iisn : -..:.c lio'A li ce Ihc no ect '.oalii la-', ai ill .:i ■■■ ci pacl.c.: skc .ics.de.i to kece lici 
■|'ai:ara:lia: aroliNsi , nlal anil :II.| all : I I a ;iil:ss. -oa.an :\. I.' I';ir ..ink I o her tra.li I ion:l " li I'lar.ail 
each" -he raided a iic.v cockla.l die:- She ill -o .lacked a l'c. cotton top : nn.l shorts since spline 
came earlier in the Carolina? Stephen Spencc lived hi the Atlantic, so ike could beachcomh. 



"I I "I EL -. l' I'll :v u.'ii,: I';.:' ;!' ;i ir,;ui:li I ill.i-jilv " : Ml. I 

iissigmnent?" 

"I'm going to North rfl,-;iih:.L h.! , ;i ^! ion: who oir.'i 11100: his deadlines I have ■ 

du.vn llieif iind truck the whip." 

Aidar. noddr.i Willi isihi.i diem :i:id how old is he?" 



" "VV" L.- 1 1 . iloill II'' '.ink. I .-i:i ';ii.l. I.- i 'I:.' Iv.ln : 1 11 ..|m:Ii: li.:m.- lie 11 1 i I > '..1 rl e '.illl 

I' ink's .il' SkuliLT S|-cikl\ 'Blsi.v.'. ' in: h:iv c \ LMii l::o Lir.d I Iili'l :i:i:iu. Remember?" 

Ii '.nsn : e\nctl) :iiirh. hnl Inn :;:liis.'.l : Imil il Di.iir j. 1 il- ;:;!■: 1'iu: months thai Aid.m 

Ii.ilI been b;kk. , .l o' Ii.ilI ."i.l.v I |. ri led : . 1: I ■ 0 i .: !e" ink's Il "."i:'! lli.i 1 . ''d... -filo. -I10 
mii..n;lli'Oil He ".IS l.;i;l..'."is " i:ll .l:ll'. Ilnir -:l::i;l; i:.l's .! :l.l dli 'liIl'.I IVj;II.L:Oi He nlsn 

wag a brilliant v.ti •:. or would be when he finished his doctoi te Sex with Aidan was safe, 
she told herself. 

cupped her chin and gently kissed her lips. Then he glanced into her suitcase and noticed the 

"l.i'nks nk'ie like :: •: i o:iliii]i to me." 
he spending Lhe ne\L lev. "eeks ,r. '.I .- I'. 1 ...-' ■.. .1- ;i liii J-.-'i o LinJ rieli playboy. 



ai^iinl :r.i;ps There was :iu i.tiiui 
■-.:! 1 1 ■.Ii. 1 1 1 101 1 ling ferry. 



".kMllllS."' 



sssssasassi 



Tkc Ik. id oullil wa< J p.i:i of mown, kdn-ivcdi: -lions Docket. .1 ::'ack. collon T-vm! 

wlk a liar.:l -. l- i>- -l i i- 1 " lie a :ail I,' I 1. 1 - a.- 1 *ki' kail ^.'ki "[■;: I Iv I ■ . I ~ I~. I on a hi ai !|I 

Inel. -lie kourli: sew:. I in 'k: Ideal rulo"; Ivl- 1 . ■.yc-c : nodcsl .rici eunroilauli: find [ess 
intimidaiingtlinn ike lir.il two choices i onsiderinu lhe |i|-.o:ou I n|ih^. she hart seen of Spence, she 

Weather also could be an issue [pi forecas fbrthi North Carolina coast, printed from a web 

'it.' aa.l taped 10 far aanri - rYiia: d.-Sr. ^llrr she . Ileal.. .1 i i "he piv, I- :il hid 1101 

helpful An ominous black cioa.l Willi ;■ silicic rain.lro;.' here;;;; I :1 was pair y obscured h\- a cnay 

inn A carlona faei amineier a.il ed :o: a hi eh nfse, mil;. -Iliree degrees. 

"P; : .rll' cloudv I'Uk a chance .il'iam. ' lhe :o:. , .:.-i ho ilk. |' c. : ic-..v k.re.idi ike pictures Skc 
ki::u.ne;i ilic ninn!iue;s clin.cc :o in. ill i::f\ fo:er; : .s|s :r. hLc's ail. Ii:-;i keca inoli.ated by 
frugality. 

Wearing only panties and a hi a. she pecked acv.ieca lac heavy. \ inyl 1 1 rapes to see ... almost 
liollnii;:. \ blanket o-'foc la. ir.c" p.il.i a;; ia She .ouk: sec •nil' 1 ic hoiil bumper of her 
rc'iikf SI A" wkich :r.!.\ in iuf.y no: aavc been liicoaK car 1:1 :hc Liaiiire lot. She shivered, tken 
^ve:lI hack lo her suitcase and pulled out a sweater 

"l'.veu!\- iinniue.. k.k- . .-.H.i k.. a '■. cal.a ... ra ic.ilc ■ cak fas', n li e l o:cl lo'ahv. skc Juice 
back to the Swan Qrarrer fan v.iih liau; lo spare .Site sal in the SLA after paying for ,1 lickel 
and wailed fur the 'Ijmenun llvdc" lohcraii loadrie. I ke Sound C lass feiiy was inure thai] 160- 
feel I line; ami carried lliirv.-lb. e ■. chicles I lers ■.. a- :h..' i\.e iiiedi ai line and .inly rive cars 



.p Slie skilled into park, turned the engine 

■ cold, damp wind, polled her sweater on. 
:lie risirie sun urc.v briLduci uvei Ike how < 
he leaned over the rail, settled a pair of 
ed and circled around the ferry In the 




Road toward Pamlico Shores Road. 

voice and nicknamed her "Becky." 

She pul llic SI A' i;ii,i ccci .rid dio' c 1:1 I of '.I c relic el l.iwaKh Ike -rial I ■ illa.ee of Oe./.co'-.c. 



:emetery Road." Becky ta 
"And we're un unr way," 
She drove down llie smo 



1 H: :vr.ll A h. l: .:;ll. ■ I :I|'':. -iiv l I wI ;,, . r ill. -Iiin l.i: •iin.li r .■ r ... . 1 1 :,|:.I I ikihi 1 1 li an. li rn^ 
liiiil may liavc 'akcii nail A I j s I clI hl.v i:l..I: :ad .■ 11,11 k- 1,11. 1 :ic ;i ■■.h.i l.ass hoal wire parkid 
in Ihe driveway A h'li.l-lcacriil ...u: iik'eria 1 i ^ ! 1 1 ^- ■. ■- le-s .md cut bail. 
"] [niriiiii . S|-criL\.- ^ i v.;j|- ■ aieu'i ili.r. k,< hi enable." 

Orr the left she atitiec.l ;■ st.;:1L ^:KI;:y kink-rid ir. ,1 yr:iy. nealhir beali-n wood fence. 

"I lu ce llie Name (en, lie. li.ral. I " ri -lii'l all a'l. I in' li 11: V. ill '.III III mil' 11 si "Ml Hill. ' ll'i' 
privn.Lii aflcrr.iion. [icikv had no reply. 

She slopped [he SUV in iht miikllc i.filc mnl am: kvUJ :.i iln- Ih-j.I.iiiiics \l 051 were small, 
mm: .■i' ..l.\i -U' ki.. .ii :.\' 1:1 c.l ■a i 1 ■ ail; niv lillt nikvw Tin :k-^ al Ll:c back iil'thc 
cciiii'ler. ...i'iv -rii'ired. ...iii.kwepr oaks 

Sill' ill... I .M I . ilLI.S lii: I l„ll l\".IS.^ " I .' r.'l;:l ■■■ ■■ I"- J - - l |-... I :L." Sl j U' ll Reiki 

She braked [he SI. A' in ,1 crawl ami nanaa 1111:11 Hail, li.iid Or. hor riiihl. an .niaijon cedar- 
sI'calhiiL Inline i\.-ilia-:nl ...il l .1-1 clc;'in l. nl.l.'i In, i-.- . 11..I 11 ...I 1 c-....i-h.-,l jiilin:: and '.ill] 



-. iir.:l':''l. hm ::.!-., ||T :i.iil., 'iy .. an:r aur irli.' Y..|.i.-.: 11- 1: 
.i .Ir... l: rhin. L ah :!:.,:;■ III. ^:imi: an iinmarUil nd r.'ail him 



"Do I know you' 1 " 

His slow, Souchei □ drawl caught her by surprise She thought ie lad been sleeping flaying 
opossum i isread. She look 11 ^icp back. 
"Mr. Speuce' I Hi Krin Andersen I've been sen: hy Patricia McDowell In help you with your 

He slowly lifted his sunglasses. Steel blue eyes squinted in the morning sun. 



seconds before moving 1111 in ncr face " I..11 he s:iiiincii I lis Icc.k ■'. .re lain w lute aeamsi Ills 

"Will, howdv I v.va wcie ei nune Yna ■.'.ant li acci?" 

lain has.ikilcd IjilI: ik:J.li..l ,Il. .k ;i 1.. i:i;il.e friends fast 
"Sin u. Il'i been a loni:. thirsty trip." she- lied. 

Stephen Spencc pounce in ,i hnr against the hack iil'the bnusc and said. "Melon. Why don't 
you grab ua a couple What 1 ! you -v. youi namewas? 1 ' 

He hadn't moved oul nl'ihc Iiamniocj. .lusl pmnled a linger and dropped Ins sunglasses back 

i-ili. pki.e ] 1 in j'lin ^l l ei iHn-e mi l ie ileel il w.:lkei: In lac He aind il. -lie di-ci" eied .: 

small tcliiuiaulur. She had '.n Ivnd ci Lo omai il 1 1 1 s 1 el er '.vcic t'.iinn.i^ -- ,11 least two dozen and 
nothing else --so cold thai formed ice ci; soils when die pell ad out two bottles. 



.. She pulled open a coupl 
eking the sliced lime into 
Lime pulp clung to the 
id handed him one The 



1 h-.s hps .uid smiled at her. 

relied I'm a chair and. nm finding nne. 

as arid hmslcd liuselfup uulo lite l unule 




h,i:i:iiHKh roek^d cenlK as iic oci asinine K pa: one ul his aic lea a.ean'sl die neck and unshed 
lain 'Mis. Hearing ihe k .:1.1a: .e' I lie 'aoifc ■.'her she llaalh. ^nve in. "Do you have any 



Erin exhaled a bil to cefullj b 01 rayws d tend] Isofl of ha Cor. lead She lifted her 

Outcfthecomercfhereye.she'sire Spence iS nsmmglBBSes 
"Yes ma'am. Yausan have nice legs." 

Erin shuffled her feci In iLiu left, giving liim prni.k of lie:- r.-ar instead of full -on view. 
"Per. .' ^lli: illilll,lli:il Sll.l .'i.l I'; . i iin Hi '.'ill - :'l.:il 1:1. .. . vs ar.l ^! id I alio ^! i,\ls i no 

■inll'.cs she ■.'j'k.J lie i.ini r.K:. aid mil Lhc '.ill e a- liir..: Tilt nil :a.kcd nei 

pun,i and .'.em lincl. in Mil >;i. SI.-- 1 1 ! i I h ■_- :■ i.my : i,.lI. hi a :l ,- i i: :i;iI..:l .: ii.l :o. i-. a sleep pull 
■id'oic 'lupiMiig back up. 

"I'm told you're liavinu ;i|-.)hl;ms mcclhit: your deadlines." 

SlUTLL ijltl lli.H ILllI 1 -. |U'I K'CkfJ sl|l.'.\ it |ll. L ll.n ck. M-J Li'I'I 'iLLI Ll.ldk'li ill 1"^ I ! J EI 1 1 T 

,,h i I i.l Jo .iiilIci-^iihI II'. I'm Iiui l. CO"l : • mi Ml SpLilLL .'" 

b": li n fell a lladi of impalience "You ,lu iiivk-riran.i .\h. I'm here, don'! vou'>" 
"Yep." 

ji p.ii^e and clicked her ink pen. the tip poised ncer a 
ing .ve should do is make a si-heiJule." 
Sner.ce snmte.1 soldi and laiiee his heer to his lips. 
"Vduiliiiik that's funny?" 

He lifted his sun si las <es and uiitlcd at iier ' Honey. I djn'l have a schedule." 

"\\ i '. i 1 'A L . i 1 V: 'pel. l: Voi i , . si^il,';: a . on: !C1 lo p- ; i.Ii is ,: a soul. ail;i I III. 1 ;',! are 



Erin frou tied In -I .■ . .i trance the Pamlico Si I shimmered 



Fnurheers later Erin ivas silling cw. the deck lie.- legs slrelchec in from of her. hunting in the 

Mil. i -it Id M. ur Mil' ^1". Till l."-|V. I \i .\' I'.ll'.-il.. l-ILilkl'.IS. HI. Lil-l-k'l ■ ■ ' ' i I . 1 1 /. II 'i 1 ,1 'J C I ill J 



Sryrofoam cup ol"biltci .i:;ii:ec mi.v Ske m:sscd dinner the night beft 
kmc l iruls arid p'vkii:'. i T . ' 1 1 '- .1 s. I. • ' ■ ' I .:"'-. fill sliil. peanuts. 

Sil> fai skc kail leal lied l iiil S:l|iIx-i Spells- larch. ■ iiol up before :nii 
lie fell asUmp ill 1:11' I.:". s^: :i : I:' : 1:11 -lie iind rll.' plensi nv 

He also lalkcd a tnlakoiiiOiiaiukis lelluaks liinv us family tain 

"I was born here There's nol ninny of us: about SCO or soyear-roun 
lo lilt Ouk-i 1 "5 li i -i I — ; ir ill.- i.: '• in i.- np.-i.',-. nr.' of ilie Hi si dive sliops i 
Ihe Nnvv nr.d lennie.l In- 1 . 1 . l;i ::i\ c He Inimkl mv mom, and they work 

lain nodded aeinK. relnsine hi Ins snf.. Southern accent. 

"I llUY ksill k:-' C kILY lieSI! s. ie.i' : 

dnd is same no.i lie died n feu yenrsaiio ' 
"Ilk., soiiv :o hear that" 

Spence sobered 'He died oE'emphysenin He smoked " 
"What about your mom? How is she?" 

"Site ne:s alomi Slill ninslhe dive shop KiieS a tough old lady." 
"How old is she?' 

"Well, I'm the youngest. ?.nd slit- liad me sue .She was in her forties 
■■• sen I mine alis.: 1 . Sin-'- in her -evciuic -in 1 .'. I'M -I ' 1 soi'su'i ai:1 kk: 

I'malKs lie -■.■.■.i il I i -. Isii-. o 
lips lliei fell sunken and mo 
pul his leli hand mlo lus and v 

"One, two, three." 

I !•■ psil.'l h.- In Ins feel ill ' ll m i- ass - r is Hi--, s-lsi nj'. ■In- I si is . '.I il. sis ;■ y. .■ isulis is. si 
she less. .1 s : siii-.'i ilii 1 bar and burped 

"Oh, my gosh! Excuse me," she said. 'Tin not used to drinking beer for lunch." She valiantly 



Erin snored softly. 
"I'll iaL> that as a yes." 

He stood in tkc mi. [die o:"liis W: \r.u room a fe>i n-.on-.tiils nr.d lis-eked ker sleep. Hooc\ 
-is-.l. -|ii.le;i is:: I,,.| |-.,:,-... mil sisk-o\ ered liei face He was tempted if I'n isf. ii l'.:..-k 



Ik', lleaii sna|'|>eil ll| I an;: 1 1 ..- I - . ■ . - I " . : • I he •! , ■ I Me :I,,T S :ei .v. lull' li:il.h'-i hehiilil 

n:ai:hi V- "i i ll,:l I. :'l e.iehej u|i ilv el In: ll:i:l :'-l. li'i :ii\l |' like:;:;: il ill III - direetioil 
"Thanks. Predate that." 

Window?" WSy ' B W 

Erin peeked through he:' fkiisLis nr.J ee.ueh;.! lliuui^l: the \h^y di.ii lie nibbed down with 
the ki."jl. his kioh k' liei llesaile lei best nk"iu..:n. she el hei e' e> <h.le de.vu. Llk.lli: ill the 
" 1st his neck, the broad e\|vi:ise ofiii5 haeh l?.|>e:i]ii! linos slim waist. A few 

ihe was slipping through the dooi bul nol before steal ngonela&l peek at the ■ 

ill Ihe slio.vi:!. Ik' I ~ i " i -■ I I '.h '. i rj - "I :.|'; eil '.he l.i'Ael hi"' --h'lulI in - iMiisl. As lie stepped 

out of the showei she quickly closed the door and sprinted towards the nin^r room. 

Speixe lIkIii'i hnl'iei eicssiii: I k lul u'.'ed lie: ink: :he In t..:i iuii'i .mil enl lapsed into ''lie of 
In: .:llj.- ■lilie/iairs 1 11 L'\|-..-k\l .. i.-.l'.. 

"Thai's i chore. You evei noiite linn ukin;; a slumei is a lul like work?" 
"No. I. Lini. Lienaalh lake <ho.* ar- earK I iliul ii ■ my refreshing." 



.ii.l. a- -he reached Fori! sat down next to hei She downed it in several large gulps He watched 
.i her l)i mat lLiaicii She lilted hie jkissle iier forehead and closed her eyes. 

" rt's so hoi here It feel; like summer already." 

Stiifiim. Spenie tnui; :he s> his 5 f ram her. 

"Why don't you he down and relax. You got I "" " " 



"Really'.' Is that serious?" 

"Can he. Surie people die horn it "i I'j're prohahh in-' dehydtaled." 

I jiii s head ■ ■.v.i:r.. Sh. 1 lI.i-.\: K- ev.'s .-ad '..-a'-, nlo liie ei'ol. vJ i-l sol':., '-p-.aiee -Lood up ai:d. 
■Her placing a pillou mdei terhe I weol nto bis bediooni to dress. 



up and straightened I II II is., i i I I eind followed it down liie 

He frowned ,1- '11: .vn.YI':i.::. .1 I I. ;l yl r. . .1 :a. h. ai..: :'.■:■ I 1'ivri II. pa : Idine to -eeeral 
piiiiloyr.uihs lie ImlI l I i j ".i l - - : . ui Lhe oo:i:e:. A ue'J.- I'.": 1:1 eil -Ml I ; a i l lakes sal on j L;;ll lal'le 
next to his liip. He l-.ji.l pulled >,ui [I'.e NLetde Inn: Inw and uas iiiiay .[ as a palette. The table top 
ah'' -.a -, iv as :: |':-.k-.l-.- " ill a\v > .'I'di e.i ■ al pa .1 • .ii.Ted oil on '..ip .'I .i:uh ili live .i-| a- Lisa. 
;l re I ise,-.: u^eal die lie linii a lir.M hehiail ■. -nu ear aivi eras d:ewii:e ;ia -imlie- He didn't move 
fui seveial iniindes. sluik i !'. llie -eei o l:vhae li ra I le lIkI i : noli.' ■ I i n. Ik- ." a -Lys i mi II. J 

1 1.- I'.laneed l" i 'I ii'.- hi - s nad.le he m m ii. saikei;. inn: T.e I'.ni.he,: Su'ind llieii ha.T al 

li:s oanvas belinu he spiu.i her. She didn't move. 

"The lien's wron.e now- ' lie put Iks brushes in a hnlde olkn'eed nil and lhe nay on a tahle 
behind lain, then -aua'.eied low'ids aei I low \j leeliii^'"' 

"Fine. I think T should lia.l a ho.el or. ill.' islam] ami l-e;hen up '' 
■■ ■ ■ i 1 i ■■ 

-aid nkinr; Iter arm a.l I nu k.a- 1.: :ke . pposik' slrie ul'ihe hniL.-e I ].: opened a lioor and 




L ie '::,ilhiM!|- .11.. ii :'- :!'..■ il.'s.n :.na "'ill h 11.1: i .1- - ; ic lu.:"iil na 
. .Il.'i I" :n'.l •!' .' I . I \. I . !i. :! ■ .1. s.rii -|. .1.1,'.. :...!'.■.: • I k lln.l it': 

illLMMvaiKlL'J liU'slilll lllliS ■.'■'111' J lilt- JV. klti 3llll sIlOII llllk' sklU III' 

rsirveT Stuart Weitzmor* tluigbBck sandals with then corsage si aps uid 
j the dress So, he had even decided wl tsheshoi d weai Ionian. 
Erin sat on the hi. I an. I Ilium: ;i- iki' in', ns.i'i: nl' Ilia |ii!v;ii';. s'ai kio.h.ihl ai'viM lall.iiii 
l'anii:i.: I r. J.M.I -IlL' !• u'l a;i. I. ' lil.i 1 i.' I nil I: : 1 1. v .r |'..I lilt shower. 

Soon Flill \in- ski'!, aail piiksllili: I ll.' 4.1-1 ;il" 'h i -t.i. 'I.'-- ,.r. Inr.l.l lli^b aho\ n her 
k iiis ::i '.'.il'i i-..' ! IV.-l h n I I ■_- h ,si i.'.l- ivik h: ,i|i|v.i ii j l l.. ■■ ■.'ill a a:l siiikin i:i'il 
I'l'.n her morning mi "lii' ik.'k in :.n .kni.k.l :ii'l in i-,i'.i:- sink i:ii_i lnsti::T mil ikiiheri'ti iheni 
i-. : Ill tia.iiiar.L lotion. Sn iim'iI r.;ki'ii|i s::ni rid'.', l -.r. :li.' ill ess lalkil I'm bit ol'war paint 

The casual, tombo;. iipiironih haiin'l ■.'.'!: ki'.l Hiinrinii ,i lew beers on Ihe deck bad been a bad 
uli'Li. Mj\k- lliv iikunout Lillys w ould siicceeil. 

Sin sic|i|vJ i:iui Llic kvinii :uo:i! Liui small ikvir n mini: i.int! u: hir hand Spmiii'. silknii in 
.irriHhair ami lovimt nila lilt TV remote, whisded. 

"I iliiln ' lliiiis vou'd wear it. hi sank mi': i niLr to her dress. 

"wlv. nor' Hint's why I liioneht it." 



kntbei' .snndnK His ■ .klis llnir |ii. J:..l I'li.l I .■ I :ki ■ ■. 1 1:. lo -haie Ik looked 

I k' plaiaul W\ i liar. I ;., . I k.is k..' I :.. I ■.■ .1 i;i. I. kniLk.iii \..i. :k,:1'i nisi tinkim: " 



light ^ 

•I ■'• 'I I .' 1. 1'. "A - i.' ' ; I'.'. I ''.■-- -ll - li' ■ .'.I ll i.i I'l." k . ■' - .ill. I a i' . :|i.'il.".l 

ili sill maneuvereil .iil.i kn hiiili vehkle. iki-ii .iIiMjLljIv moked her short ssii 
:a.l I'insiid i he : ;<„:i 111: ili inh.i-.l hi'ai I'-.l I hi -a IililiI . skii I.'.l Ilia trunk ami ■■■.oin 

A t'l'M niimili's ink':' Sair..v paik'-.l iai.i ihe sh.'l -|".. ii :.,:i'. | i.-.r!. in kit oka I. 

like seafood?" 



"No." she said Midline- a! :1k t-,i 
She Ji'l'il Mail Tor him 10 open 
heel ^.ti thi' i LiniMnn h.u..- •■. Ink 1 .I.-.- ntiici .".i.atcd rnliL 1 - horn the ground. 
"You need help'" Speiice asked kee;iiiva Ins k*m lis: diitihs as her dress code high 
"No thank you, I'lii 1Vk\ '. le .'^ s''L .liopivj. U'l'ri-: > lie Jour handle. 

t) i« li w nil: in" ik ami him im i: i<i:.uiim, ... 

story and HI 1 trom two other 

hooks in the series ll' vo'.i ivi'ukl like to hui Mil flhcis. "itemuM/. ' ianly J2 I 1 *) "Last of 
Latin" (only 12.99) or all lliree in Ihe ■'[l(J(jr L ';i ?i j/i W " (only 14.99), us 
stall r^-adi i.ii i n lined lately >" 



My daughter and your son have gone out tonight without my 
immcdialciy." shr said eath word clipped with impatience. 

"My daughter works n ull Brian at die pool. ] don't nunc their friendship, bnt she's < 
and I won't have her running Ground whli hoys " 

"Uiihhh... " 

Intin iarcii In the man's <iif[ e-.halatio:i. ills tin en hei lei) hand into ' list imayiiiiii 
ieneh thiuugh the wiies S'ie aenid a msllnc "r the line. as it' the man ivcic soiling ov 
"Look, Mrs what did you say your name is?" 

reiterated, pacing the kitchen floor, 
■tin, Moore - 

"Okay. Ms Moore," he corrected himself with a trace oi" sarcasm. "Brian is not my 



"Well, if I can't apeak with his father or 
phoneT 

"Uh, maybe. [ think so. I've never had I- 



"Jump off a cliff, you jerk! I'll handle this." 

S!il shmim.v lie k'.epl.'iL ■ 1 1 K ■ i:s ■.' j'l :ioliii ;ir,l g :. ■ -a! i. 1 ! .:.i kev- I "i ■ -■■ 1 1 ;i loos '■' 
hnllelin board She stqinal ink' ill:: cr nr.-.l .i::ui,;;: I he li'.il door I'l'fiu i okiahil hoine of her 
■.Il k: mod 'lie i-.iiisllI. i'ilt l.::iaI Lov.iiids I m <l.i i 'ao : I r .K\\. I'll ::e m.'-.. mil • died III. 1 
stairs. "I'm going lo find Daisy I've got mi eel; iihone if slit gets home before me." 

Walk! Mooie po'^Y I k I . 1 :..! ou; J .■.■..»■ ol' i - i-kiii-. •i.i.l-. I'm- ',i < .imgli! lu'L.veeii lilt 
pages of a hook, holding; :iis ;;l;c;. 'Is everything alright?" 

"\ti. Pi' er.thiilL: - iiol Jl, i '.hl Dai., i. . .■ I. I -..I II | i.'i ■ r K.i-.v i I'm, ivmIl; lo laid thai 

boy una .vi ing Ins hill e ncek. s'ae ::.id. he ■ oi.e rs:i g I I lr.is:ial:on "f hen I'm going to .vring 

"1 louev. calm down. She's line, prolinhk ha' ing a good time." 

"There is no ■..!■]. I'm ...time her go onl id. soino hi . . she h;i:;ily knows " 

"Well, km el-.- i- - i. 1 s I " ; | I.. '..-I . 1 1 know IlitTl 0 " 




Mere second- :aisscd -co .■ I l;ii'. eiupkd :hn lil i I n ■.h oi. he: ■.hii V; ■^--- ■.■s ■.Y:de niui focused 
jn her mother. "Mom" What's wrong' Why aid yon embarrass me that way?" 



His daughter stood at [Liu iilelien ccr.irci swnbliir.1: the slain I ess sled si: 

. k- ei Wall ; ;.ul I .1-. ^ -;il mi', eil I" liei i|ui;k j,al.. .1- 1 

furiously si|ucevjii;a the soap from its blue pores. 

"Erica," lie said ' I try n« in iiiicifere u i.li you and Daisy, hut I think to 



Enc turned p vasn't I' I've 

lived with my stupidiii ever, Jul [or [lie pasl SLWeiHrn: ieais And 1111. know wh.it. Dad^ I'm 
nol soiiv. I know she's [ 1 1 ■_■ liesi ihi:iL '.hal .011k: jvc: :i.ivj 1 vcn.-.i [0 me. even if she ilia eoine 

youth, finish high school ami ;ae 1.1 eof e.ae " 

"You linished iiiah sehool and yon wer.l loeollege." lie pointed out. 

"S.re. I ;[iadiiiiled I - .'I- ii;'. 1 -. - - 1 1 ■ - 1 - 1 - J- a I'nlw 11 I'n: auilie lie I Ii.kI !■: ;!o 10 Lolk'.i'.e anil 
wiak a lull time job li) support her." 

I'll in si:dli?il III 'I l'.M M'-il had. 1:. ::. a-li,a III' - I 1 lie I .'I '1 ; 1. 1" I'oir s -kiwev. Ill': arl!!CI 

cMiin.a "I know, ion we 1 e llieie nr.d mu. ill. I L'lcv.'hura '. 0.: loa'.d to hdp. I've always 
appreciated thai, bad And you know I lo\eyou. hui snmeiimts [ wonder if Mom had siill been 
at I l ad Ii.ilI .1 ■.'•■in.ri ■.■a'.el ri;: l.a l ie. I i iiuli 1 . a 1 l\ ■■ •■ .'■ 1 .■ ho' .in.i " 



.esaid ■■VouhaJon 
it child You never < 



I. I'm not iLoiniL li) lei :r.v aaasihlc: or 
eimlil she's 0111 ofeolleije Final 1111 
cr under your thumb." 



K ■.'.-.[ keil hack a:: :he sail is li' lis slatly. I le a 
yone. knew lliey were iusii lied He aisoknryy 
i.iiineiliilalalf o - 'lill\ I le said In 





he 1 ppedth nt g She spent so 

much lime L]e-«e\ir,; I'eina a a-,;akei l"l -i\ a .l;a il ll .al -. l i a'.l :, III .i\ aes .'persnn Hili.I 

When she ^Ice'LL: il'i.kine. i: k.i.:..\l i: ii.::iih'il' .liilI ll iiiI'liii SI- iillc: Ihi!:jIil 
-i n > Ihna ilia: :iLLik.i lii;. -Llaanai;, Skc ia:vk. ■.'l'ic raakeia; LikiLi aid Li:ia^ hr-leil .dL.n 
moisturizer, a little iiiiiscLLtj and iimlrLi] lip-gloss. 

Shu iek -i lie kad iictii ir. limlv rri >c,iL!. i\;.ii:it; Hir .i. Ei.elai r.a in ^1 11 iu 11 >.-. :li k.ap;;Ln Ml ic 

'I'-.' LLI-lL'. I'L'I'.IN IL'I I : .' " M^:.|- I.' Ill '. i 1 1 -. S ■'■■•■I' SI,- ..I -'...I .ll.lilj. ..ri:ii'- il 

college degree and wul li ill as a rescue -lie:" Lit .1 k.eal lav,- l":nn while ike saved money for her 

And slic raisea kei elidd as hest >ae eeokl ].;• i:ie ■■■il l li I L '.'as li IiI.'-smil: \lh onlv eid she 
have her father. Ink llaUi had ker -randi-hi km an, I a buih-in aaaiu Wkkiued for nearly twenty 
vcais. Wall cIiuisIilll kaa vrak 1 1 1 1 ■ 1 ■ I ■- I II r lT 1 ed I r l't Ins ; 11:1 a- li piil'le sl Ik'liI leadici when 
l>als\ 'Mis a.'i a s;i ki' aaagkle: .aa.l.l ,Sl:i1. a a. I k.a a.-- :■■ . .11. a.- 1:1.. Ilaisy hegan 
k nae.a.ailLai. Wah ■.'•-it ha.k Ll. •! ^ilia 1 .ea.lre .1. 1':: K.lai..'s k li- a ; ::»».l lii 1 lii ii'.. 1 .!- eil 




ark brown hair She- had a liakil nl' 
.kith ptechidcd her from keeping. 




d:c;im She SLiiuipcd nr. J suv.d inniicv Ill !'. c.iwn '.' i imi i .' 1 1 1 . unc lliei scrimped more lo expand 

She fell asleep, her paperback unread on her pillow, dreaming about Ihe grand opening of her 
new bookstore 



Duisv tried her.sclt to sleep. When she mike up. her lace wis nnlfv and ssd Erica stirred half- 
and-half imo a cup nf coffee .Hid fab .1 bu guilts when .1 hsllcss D.iiss united into the khcheu 
[inca -ned her standard bribe. 
"Wain to go shopping Nncr [bis afternoon" I've l,oi to no 10 Peach} s lor some things for [be 

Peacby's. the heart of Eiilon despke its location on the outskirts of the town, served the 

1 - ■ ! 1 l 1 1 - 1 -. x ice;: - ■■•il l 1 [ • -.li- -| ■ - In -in:—.-- '1-.M-..I ■:■ :hc s.ri-c Icinih. -iii. v ' S P. 

Peachy begun us a general sroic [humc die pssl ccmurv. ii evolved 10 include everything from 

gokllish [o gasoline .11,. pi. -., ide,: ^v. i. .■- 10 11 :"i ■ ■ 1 1 I ! . 1 - 1 n l^s '- oh repairs, le.acli 

gc;icrn:ioii of the I'cue'iv fraud', j.delec 10 [lie '.:iisie-s. cs. ui.tic 11 as ihen ' ui ions inlcicsls and 
talents emerged. 

A fes vvms L-niiioi. liiio ;il'-|ioso "iiiii bos' s'.oics o::enc.i 011 fie • tlv side •'i'lo'Mi. lint lasted 
only a year After Ihai ■ I- 1 _■ .1:-. i\ r . lain 11. i no 1I1. -an;... 11 .i hi.filiag h closed to.' 




drive by [he ei lid. 1 b ■! an. .a '■ 1/ mi ;■. .1.. ■ 1 

above the loud 

splashing, Franklin, or yon J iiave 10 sil iv.r ' P 



A car lionke 




"Yes. [ jiLii. We'w kii'^'M- iiuu li i ;■. I.iii;j :ii:iL I km-.' •■■u j.:ul I Luis' ' 011 You're jii 
elhicLiI i'.oli-.llii llii.I ;, [in'ie llii' 11' s.illlui: I 'vl'i.I.I eukilr.l;, e..i:L:LL,.T .nve^inu in ,1 hu^i ncss 

III LI I KU.lId 1 1 11 1 i-" ll.l^ LII,- .L-ki -.LI'" klc MIL 1 'AlL:i ll"LUS .l|\-||L" IIICLIL. ] k'W LI UULKl 'LIOUksK'K 1 

N'H lmiIy di il K u:\-L i 1 - -.1 1.- 1 >i.n. ■ - .vi.1.1: k i ■ km -i . Ik- ■'.iil./.i '■' ■•■ .; i'llil ofil. Liicli 

was thrilled with the susl;:i:siliii: Slie k:iev. : U i'.v JeJi.ileil lic.v.n Iilsowii business. If he were 
only one-tenth as dedicated to hern she couldnt miss. 

The 1 . <|>enl jniiLi s Lioiii,! ■', li len.n.iLi'in | lin -. I k- .t l u-iI uv.'iine i, i i-j eiiiiliaik'n:. inlunei 

.I.'MLLIVI-. llOOkSl'lleiS .LII. I .'• L'l'. lilLU"- II" -lI|l' H.V.kl I i I . ill: !l Li I i Ll .\ii:li: WlLl LI L~l ■ L I L I plfA i'L 1 i| 

With Robert's support, Erica secured 1 ie oari •! .■ needed a td al .1 ; : . ::.i interest iLire. Lam wek 
she ne the p Eastof Eden" 




Her eyes lit upas ihe ellin. silvu-kornl ivwiin uerHly slim die door rind flipped (lie "Closed" 
liasr or" i'aton opened ro-i" lire day 

"['malad you're here.' linen -aid ' I luivc lo run m lire .\>:iy,n'.ienLL sl(>rc We're out or" suuar 
■ a. I creamer I m sorry; I ■.• oo distracted ri: ■ morning to pick ii up on my way." 

Mrs Du' liI s I.ruc .y.rs serene, i n riv.l : nl I'd. uyj l.r .rye. Ai <i s:y. she .■ml. I e 

pns^n.l lor- i.r'ly any day Y.'ii ;ai nl.iaL. dear I In:..'. • ;i.r rjari'r rlrir.l. una- Lsil"tee ^illioul il 
IV.n 'Mar 1 . I'll l.e it.. 1 . The ill rum- s kni:.. •.ha 1 , .u du ai d mill In -s 1 1 ■ --| i ^ > lias il... It r -1 
here m Li- LSI . pael and snrl " Sat nr. \\ added. "Tiien diiil some mine ;;ad unpack." 

"I heji von." linen said, pa Ira: as |..r •■■ li.sn .. nl,:rn.siLl: r a.- i.i:.:-ir.n "I'll only be a 

She walked out the dooi he d bent as she Ishedii her purge, for her wallet and collided with 

n ■■! a I. The it|..".: k n-.ked re- In Lire l:-.v.i:i. : sl\- sal lK :e. ■ L.iin. , .i I Il-i naen 

purse filled irs . ..nl.TII- ..ill... I ill' '.all. I"ai: aiaa snii a.- .a al p- '. :■. .■ .■ -a ippi r l; aaa: n-r 

"Ex rt e [He knelt by Erica and offered 





[ le "a' ed hhi hands in I": -.nil. el' ke: :::ee Ske bli i.kcnl :i:ilI :r:cd l.i locus ' Sc\i.-n ' \"o. ci ehl. 
You know, mosl people iiCrltl ^lly hold up I1VO." 
"I llnnk vou :l line." :ie said. Ijuehiui*. 

He sal on the bench nevi in her ami iiesiured innards die bnoknore "wlui'i -nint: on^ Is this 
place closing?" 

[■Tien ("all hericlllli.sl: :i- :ii- cnn-eliia leu hisked iunlr.il h,:r:. \o We're remnniine. We'll 



" I'hej relired 10 l'lo-i.l;i I :oi ijdr "I i, 1 I ii .1 , .i i: ■ and I'm esilnlxhrli! " 



"Well, nhnosl [ lie koriti is il.uinu :;nd si, is die uo dsniah ;il die en, I of die block I'm taking 
out a lew walls so llicvc 'sik lie :i:o:c :pjee ::e:n .vii lac -lae'r.s raid :oo:r I'.iv hrowsine. I "ant 
'bojipers lo ske. I or a l...ie lime ,'m .is.-- addine ;i o-. .Till sb...i a.ii: or ■.-.eekenas we II have li. e 

Her fee sdowcii as slit lok: kin: her pi, in:; and he foun:: ki.usclk il.idyaie her ;;i she spoke, 
k'niii Mushed .il Ills scrutiny. 

"Sounds ereat. Bin "hal about no ::ook t":\.' I need something now." 

She hit her hp 'Irs a hii oka mess in there n.-lii nou Wo'el.u-eii moiinjall of die books 
lioiu Line side nl'llie s'lup lo l' ie e.ikei so die ce.iiunelo:s caa '.vol'-, I'aslei Wlia: arc win loekun: 
for" 



dl'lershave anil her ever dosed. Il lad a di/.'vr.a elt'e.l and -ke he.uan In sway, 
"lice hey I rkoueh: ' ei: were o^ny Mayhe •"u ha. c a eoncussion?" 

I lei eves snu::po:l open:.- nr.l d .■ i .ihk.l h.- 1 . 1 ha-id. "I'n II no I eness I p:sl slnod 

up quickly. Head rush." she e\]:lai:ied She s:cpped kiioudi lac drnraad flung her purse on the 

Mis Dil' al slopped eail.ne ,i '::■■•: an J ii.ilIl ili wo Ion ::ids die lier.l of ike s'mp al'-ci 
Ilea: i l: " I - ■ I . . ■ I lii:' " I Inn ■.. as qui , k " Sli,' : :l. . d a di,' mn I V li n.l l.i u:ial ; .Ml 'l i :..:il 
nun nine. I 'ko . \V i I ■ - l- I 'open lc |i le i:ul: li e vol " 

"I know, June But I ran into smilin- he lamed 1o l-.rie;;. liisrnini mustretched. Tin sorry. 



Faton She is quile e:pnhle nl' speeen iliouioi ap.inre ill, noi ;u ihe moment." 
I le release.: her h.ni.i s'.oi-.':'- a:io hi-: Ill's la: i:ed sen ::id. Lii - :ii:ic a.elia ne Ins eees I ko e 

L'nea reeo' eied he: 'Mis. 'Yes. ko e nn males ::ee •■inside. I'm Ihe acisoa "ho i:ui iiiio'lm: 



Hi' laughed easily. "No I mem before. Your name sounds familiar " 
I would li;i.' j i \--ii<.-mbeied you." 

scaffolds, the com iv:-- i ■ ajcurUirj rafp IS&c - « eS 11 I atoOl I hat's a terrific nam 

Where aieyour workers?" 
"They'll be here lata I . t noiifi Mis □ nj a id I in si rffliaj H s*s couafltbrJay, makin 

"Thanks. Iwill." 

Duval. "You know hintl" 

li was not a question. Mrs Duval was inildh amused. "Ofoourscldo I've worked here nearly 
all of my life. Clay is one of our best customers. Not only does he shop here regularly, but he 

"CIS) is a Ultoty professor at Marshal! College. He's also one of out local authors." 

l-rin found li.-ise!: iie.l: na :il km; .is lc ■ ho 1 , cd ear lei;- .■: hook- ■.■in ul'liis wav am; rcslcd a 

jeans were faded and a il : He tlsoB . ..a a cod fi i fable black blszo ihat gave htm 
iiimc semblance of formal i:> A :am.j.l cliii: stile She ainc ban four ilirson :he I -, i , n k r,:1ev 
Hell. I'llgiw him /if.', she thought. 

He glanced at the women and cjuuli: helli nl'rheni staring at him lie winked "Thanks Found 
ii. ' lie ealled. a tii'uk in his liarie Me •'i'ei , "l i an I -1 i'i»'l :'ik'iii;Ii the pages. 

f-.riea .limed In Mrs Duval and stammered, "Oh, my " 

"No. 1 don't think 50 I . ■ ■■. i I f. i u basiCJ Htfi nor much of a talker. Guess be does 
enough of thai " :lh l as job Do vou like him?" 

"1 don't know him but wow ■: he- ivnuldn'i like h :m" ' M'-: Dm ill changed the sublet! 
"Where's the cream? You didn't go to the store?" 

"Yuai tijllVe tan w■ail■^1^isisa^irsr 
!■:|■;ta draggca her eves Iron; die lone tuslomer "You're riahl [:i; atlmg like a fool. Guess I'll 

b, ilns again, 1 -li. 1 ^ '"I. i' i l.i i:- ap I'l'i pBJ se and step ii g G ■ i befabldtaQ counter. 

"Rve.' she said. |'cc.-.iii.a o'. li l c. sln.'i.ldei She .auglil a s.mlc and a wa 1 . e liom llie new 

customer f'aica .li :,-k-.-,l a., I nd ...all.od (he lioor she niauc a mental note to (louble- 

ehctk that live lusluiy seen mi of basl of Laloa was well slocked. 
Ii's insi -jiniil hiisnii'.s. =hetold herself. 

PI KG 1 1 AST, i Mi: Itlll Ik AMI H n I M I HI \I>I\C 

story m two other 

hooks in the series If vou would like .0 bin llie olhcrs. " I imniUixl. 1 ionlv S2 10) "Em, of 
/■Jorrai" (only S2.!)'H or all il,ree in the „l Em,»i Inhi^' (only J4<W). use this link and 

slail icadine niiiucdialciv liny 'ire twut.'. 



